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| VOYAGE FROM BENGAL 
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Tr has been often ſaid, that the next 


degree of pleaſure to the enjoying the 
ſociety of thoſe we value, is the correſpond- 
ing with them; to this I ſay No, and aſſert, 
that the next degree of ſatisfaction we en- 


joy in the abſence of our friends, is the 


A3 4 


correſpondence. But, as this is not the 


1 


| ſupreme luxury of thinking on them. To 
this it may be objected, that this pleaſure 


1s enjoyed in | the act of wr iting, ſo that 


ſtill the preference muſt be given to the 
correſpondence. In ſome ſenſe 1 allow this 
to be true, but cannot give a full latitude *' : 


to the concluſion, becauſe we cannot have 


it ſo often in our power to write as we 


have to think; beſides, friendſhips ſome- 


times are ſo oddly circumſtanced, reſpect- 


ing either the world, or the object of our 


eſtimation and correſpondence, that the 


parties cannot with propriety convey thoſe 


effuſions and ſentiments in which the | 


heart is moſt intereſted, and which, in 


truth, conſtitute the very eſſence of all 
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5 caſe between you and me, I can enjoy both 
the pleaſure of writing and thinking on you 
ad libitum, as often as the perpetual motion 
we are in will give me leave. Indeed I do © 
not deſpair but that before the end of the 
voyage, I ſhall acquire addreſs enough to 


write tolerably well in a hackney- coach at 


vehicle by every wrinkle of the ſea, you 


muſt not wonder if you find my ſenti- 


ments, as well as diction and writing, the 


emblems: of the ocean we are traverſing; 


ſometimes rough, uneven, and uncon- 


| nected; ſometimes ſmooth and equal; 


3 45 Ti, A, | 
. ſometimes bluͤſtering; at others, calmly . 


f ſtupid; and Poſſibly, but I hope not often, 


very ſolemn, profoundly deep, and diſmal. | 


LE e | | 1 intend 


2 


. 
8 1 intend this epiſtle as a new kind of 
Journal, and have ſome thoughts of print- 
6 ing and publiſhing it, under the follow- 
ing title; ehe Journal of a Voyage from 
* the Ganges in the Syren Bean- Spell con- 
a taining a variety of ſtrange adventures, 
© with reflections moral and entertaining,” 
As to the latter parts of the title, no mat- 
995 ter how little it correſponds with what 1 is 
within; authors, from time immemorial, 
| have had a right to all advantages from a 
| title-page; nor are they, any more than 
other traders, under an obligation that 
their wares within ſhould bear the leaſt 
ftrict analogy to the ſamples or ſign ex- 
hibited to public view. If you think the 
publication will anſwer any. Sd purpoſe, 


you 


4+ $5] 


you muſt return my letter per next poſt, . 


for I keep no Copy. But now for my 


journal, without further preface. 


On the. 24 of February 17 57, we took | 
our departure from Fort William, on the 
ſacred river Ganges: Now I think I hear 
you ſay, What does the preciſe mortal 

mean, do not 1 know that as well as he? 
Avaſt a bit, ( remember I am now a ger): 
not ſo faſt, if you pleaſe, Madam gon 

did know it, I confeſs, but it is a great 

while ago; and by the time this reaches 
you, perhaps ſome eighteen months hence, 

you may poffibly have loſt the remembrance 
= of ſuch an incident having exiſted; I fay 
8 5 poſſibly, but 1 hope not probably; be this 
as 


< 
PR). 
5 


5 HE. as at may, it is beſt in all caſes to guard 


againſt what may be. And thus having ſet 


out with all needful precaution, we pro- 
ceed to ſay, we arrived on board the Syren 
the next morning, and this with no ſmall | 
difficulty I aſſure you; for we found this 
our egg-ſhell crammed ſo full, ſhe could 


hardly take us in, although it is an ob- 


vious truth, that neither Captain King, 


= [+ or myſelf, occupy much ſpace. 


From the time we came on board, until 

] we parted with our pilot, all hands had 

| enough to do, in clearing away, to make 
room in the cabin and upon deck and 1 


was employed in writing ſome additional 


inſtructions to my attornies, and letters to 


the 


WE! 


4 =D 


the few friends I left behind me, which 1 


| verily believe amount to three or four at 


leaſt, which, let me tell you, are probably 15 


more than commonly fall to the lot of 
any individual; ; in theſe I had @ fund r, 
_ riches, out of the gripe of the rapacious 


Socubab, the wantonly wicked and ill-adviſed 


Sourajud Dowlah. 


You will pleaſe to remember, Madam, 


that you had an epiſtle from me by the 
pilot, and if you did not immediately pin 


up a curl with it, or give it to decorate or 


| enlarge the end of a candle, or fo, by turn- 


ing to it, you will obſerve, he left us the 


' bth of February 3 in the morning; his mor- 


5 tifying curſt viſage proved a conſtant trial 


of 


1 of my patience and philoſophy; during: the 
time he was on board; and moſt glad 1 
„when he turned his back upon us; 


at dich you wall not wonder, when I in- 


form you he was the pilot of the Diligence 


Snow, which (without any real cauſe for 


apprehenſion) he like a poltroon and vil- 
lain run aſhore oppoſite Tanah's Fort, and 
deſerted; leaving her, and her contents, a 


prey to the Moors, in place of conveying 


her to our fleet, and the remnant of | the 


colony, congregated at Fultah; on that 


veſſel, vou know, were embarked the re- 
mains of my fortune, which had eſcaped 
the general wreck at. Calcutta, beſides my 


moſt valuable Gentoo and Porfinn manu- 


ſeripts; as alſo all -my natural and artifi- 


cial 
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curioſities, 
for the ſpace of 


twenty years at mucl 
wiſe all my 


counts, bonds, obligations, &c. &c. all, 


s 
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and peace, to ſay nothing of many other 


conſiderations. no leſs. intereſting, deter- 


8 


mined me; the obvious danger attending 


pyourſelves; but the reſtoration o 


never gave 


ſav 


a 


ES. 
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in an unlucky hour 
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friends, often 
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dies I Thould ſuf- 
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two minutes anxiety; you 
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my health 
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wezno ſtranger to the ſtate of mind which 
had long held poſſeſſion of me;-ſedately, 
and without chagrin, 1. may ſay, -E ü _ 
truly fot of life; I had taſted, in their full 


| extent, all ita ſaveets and bitters, and found 


the latter preponderate 1 in an eminent de- 
gree; and although J never thought we 


had a right, raſhly to injure, or ſhake it 


off, yet, by a train of cool reflection, it was 
become a matter of much indifference, and 
I cared not {whether 1 funk or ſwam. 
Whilſt we are thus oddly compounded of 
Mine, or paſſions, with reaſon and reli- 
gion to keep up one perpetual warfare 
againſt them, it muſt be confeſſed, we are 
in a ſtrange | kind of a motley ſtate of ex- 


iſtence; but here we are e placed for a time, 
and 
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and it is our duty to ſubmit to the general 


laws of Providence, which has deſtined to 


each hrs hot, and it depends on us alone to 
make the 6, of it. But, by a ſtrange and 


unaccountable perverſion, we commonly 


make the 
ouſly ſo contrive it, that each ſucceeding 


day only brings a ſucceſſion of our cares and 


ſorrows. Very Jolemn, deep, and d. e 


methinks I hear you cry out: not ſo; 


never found myſelf more inclined to be 


on the allegro ſtrain. A-man may make 


the circumſtance of Iife, or death, a mat- 


ter of indifference, without being out of 


In mour with his exiſtence, or neglecting 


the duties annered to it. It was the conſi- 


deration of theſe relative duties, which 


determined 


| \ determined me at all events to undertake E 
[il | IIC hazardous voyage; I was raiſed from FT 
_ :: dhe dead, in the night of borrors—on ſhore! 
| ©. whyſhouldTinot equally eſcape the pervls s 
u dangers of the ſea? That ve hall hre 
plenty of them to encounter, is moſt ob- A Tz 


> 


1 vious to us already; the grounds we have 
| Goethe apprehenſions ſhall be laid be- 
11 fore you, when I have done with the ſea- 


HE man's accounts of the veſſel' $ way, Which 


are intended only for * huſband's peru- 


ſal and cogitation. £ N 2dr a0. 


Wabnrsb ar, 16 February, 15 57. 


Courſe S. 2* E. diſtance 72 miles. Zh 

Lat. per obſervation 11* 18%. N. 

— per account — 10 54. 

| Longitude made — 1 11 E. 

N. Diſtance — 1 06 
From PoinT PALMIRAs. 
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The adjuſting! various matters of _ 
mal prevented my beginning my letter 


a 
Gen 


until the above date, when we found our- 
ſelves pretty well able to judge what the 
veſſel would perform through the Bay of 
Bengal; on which the expedition of the 
voyage very much depended. Smith, 

the head pilot, aſſured Captain Jones, and 
your: huſband, that the Syren was fif 
enough, for which the dog ought to have 
been keel-hawled at leaſt, if not hanged; 


as he knew the contrary, and by conceal - 


- 


ing ber qualities, riſqued the loſs of our 
paſſage, to the infinite detriment of the 
Company. You may recollect, I averred it 
was impoſſible ſhe could be a tiff veſſel, 
by the obſervations I made on her 1 in our 
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we 
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cruize to Balaſore: had her real qualities : 


been di euere, ſhe would have appeared 


as proper for a voyage to the moon, as 


for an expedition pacquet: a veſſel more 
cr ank, I believe, never went to ſea; on 4 
wind, ſhe will hardly bear any fail, with- 


out running herſelf under water; and if 


it blows, ſhe goes more to leeward than a 
head, Our gunner, 7 who. failed in her 
under smith, confeſſes that when it blew | 
4 cap full of wind in Balaſore road, the - 
could never carry her main-ſail, (1 the fail 
on which is our chief dependance) but 5 


that the word was a5 always—up main-ſail— 


down fruare-ſail. Some veſſels are crank, 
and preſently fall down to their bear- 


ings, and 1 no farther; F the devil of any | 


r 


Wo bearing 
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bearing has the Syren; ; for if ſhe goes five : 


knots { an hour, almoſt half her lee-deck 


X , : 18 1 
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is under water, before we can get her 


main-ſall up. to right her; in | fact, 


[357 


ought all to have been web-froted, who 
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fail i in her. Her heay maſt 88 feet in 
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length, and I foot 8 inches in diameter, 
and the heavy rigging to ſuſtain it, with 


her cumberſome weighty boom 58 feet i in 


Pl 1 £ 1 * 1 4 + 8 F * 
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length, and 8 confounded flick for a ſpare- | 


7 1 2 £ "= e 


maſt, 56 feet in length, and 1 foot 4 inches 


LI 


in diameter, al contribute to the increaſe 


3 
my 


of her natural failings; and to crown the 


whole, we find her upper-works extremely 


a 


weak, and ſeveral hands ſhort of our 


compliment, and of thoſe we have, not 
three amongſt them, prove able ſeamen. 


B2 Well, 
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Well, my friend, how 1 you like us 


now? 1 think if you could take a peep, 
or a bird's-eye view down upon us, you 


5 would not envy, or wiſh to be a partaker 


of our preſent enj 5yments, or future proſ- 


pects. But hold: — let me be juſt; and as 


I have delineated the syren 8 bad qualities, 


equity gives me a jog on the elbow, and 


ſays, do not ſink her good ones. 5 Equity I 


obey, as I truſt I ever ſhall. 
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It muſt he confeſſed the Syren goes 


well in Smooth water, and with a large 


| $1 wind; for we have wronged fix fail ſince 
j the pilot left us, and amongſt them the 


j ſl two homeward-bound Dutch Eaſt-India- 
1 
| | men, which failed about a week before 


21 
„ as, the Commodore fired a gun to-ſpeak — 
| with us, but we ged to be excuſed. 
A ere URL Ox. if 
* NY Now you have the pro and con of the | 
c queſtion, whether we ſhall fink, or ſwim; 
1 fave our paſſage, or loſe it. To beat round 
; | the cape of Bad- hope, with the Syren's 
8 q 1 qualities, is not to be attempted; therefore ö | 
I ' ſhould it blow, we ſhall have nothing for 
it, but laying ber to, and letting her float 
round as well as ſhe can. Here I have a 
choice opening to tlirow our a few'moral | 
4 | re Jeftions, without lugging them in by 
E the head and ſhoulders, as ſome authors 
4 do; for we muſt not totally forget the 
1 contents of our intended title page. Sond | 
Ire e ' Www 
IS 


* 8 
** 8 


— n — — 


ä—— ⁊ĩ — ñÄ˖˖ —„V— 5 — 
—— —ä—4ä'8 — . 
— — : 
a __ ug « 
: oe N 
_ * 1 LY * * 
* bn —— — — K — — ._ x26 _ 
« - 2 - pros tf 
- — * — 


* PP ˙ G NN OO NT EIS 
- — 
— — As 5 hv «. wicw — 


r 


— — 


_ 


— — ad 
2 — nl * 
4 — 

* — * —— —„— 
"= wy 


"1 


[ 22 } 


1 Every thing, which in the courſe of 5 
this our tranſitory ſyſtem, becomes the 
object of our hope and expectation, bears : 
tuo very different faces and comple: ior 
the bne- fair. and flattering 3 »the other, foul, 
doubtful, and boding; amidſt the uncer- 
rainty of all events, the, Being. wh6, does 
not. lay it down as an indiſpenſible Prin- 
ciple, to adopt the fair and promjfng ſide, 
is deficient i in the duty he owes to himſelf, 


and to his on internal peace. To hope 


for the beſt, without placing any abſolute 


dependence upon it,—that ſhould prevent 
us guarding againſt the worſt, ſhall ever 
be my invariable maxim; the late ſcenes | 
I have paſſed through, juſtify my. adop- 
tion. If you want further proof, apply 
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worketh patience; patience, experience; and 


to that great philoſopher and / orator, 


Paul of Tarſus; who tells us; tribulation 


experience, hope; and as hope is of the . 
feminine gender, 1 am reſolved to ſtick | 
cloſe to her, and follow her to the end of 
the chapter: In conſequence I will fill 
hope (maugre the appearances which are 
againſt us) that we ſhall yet. have a proſ- 
perous paſſaſgſGeGGG. D aitoh vs | 
\ Februgry the pit, 3757, Monpav. 
oo; Lat. per obſery. - + 45 N. , 156 43 
17:3, Ir Nr Sc c unf if th Ban h10h 
; Lon. made 55 — * 1 12 E. - ' 
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| compoſe that agreeable variety always to 9 
be found in the entertaining journal of = 
wot ſhip s way. At five this'1 morning our cat 


PEI SST 


| days paſt, 1 could not bring my mind to - 


* Þ 


Since my laſt of the 16th, nothing very = 
EW net ÿ f og fit ME 
remarkable has occurred; weather and 


winds have been as uſual, ſometimes fair, 


ſortietimes foul, ſqully, with thunder, 


lightning, rain, &c. which five or ſix arti- 


cles, with the changes rung upon them, 


kittened, a lucky incident, as our goat's. 
milk begins to dry up. Tumbled and 


toſſed about as we have been for ſome 


ſettle to any thing ſerious; ſo I will treat 
you with a ſpecimen of my poetry in a 
Jack Tar's ſong, intended as a ſhort hiſto- 
rical record, of the retaking of our ſettle- 


( ments, 


1 * 1 


ments, by the — and noble- minded 
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From where the Ganyes tolls 4588 
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e — our loves do ſend; 
To all to whom they may rr 
Our Sweet -heart, or our friend : 
Hoping theſe lines will find you' well, 
Tho' we're ſtill doc to ſweat in helt. 22 
mud a ih, Fi ah ec. 
nn ff fil 148) abet 22491 * if 21 
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2A od mori git, 5 ©4114 1-241 34 Kano v. 4} 
'To ſave we country's name and fame, 


a 4 . 
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L And to revenge its wrong, | 5 5 


From Fort St. George we hither came 
With hearts all bold and ſtrong; 3 
For when brave Wat leads the way, | aan 
What Britiſh dr can feel diſmay? | 
ned ah no Send te diet With a fal, &c. 
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From whence the daſtards fled; 
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From whence we made them prance ;t 
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from the ſkies. 
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Towards the Fort of Buzbud 


Joy we we 


* 
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From Fulta, and advance | 


* 


*A Dutch Settlement on the Ganges. 
+ The Subah's detachment there was Cavalry. 
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ſwells his fails, 


He fears for that alone 


Bri 
And aids his zeal with proſp'rous gales. 
e 


s, or ſhoals, or v 
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s genius 


7 
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te of ſand 
He fearleſs ſtill goes on 
nia 
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Our thundering guns the Moors ſurprize, 
Then next to Tannah's Fort we ſteer d, 


For where his c 
The ſignal made, with 
Rahn es cans 
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And ſwore old Ganges deer b had heard 
Such thunder o'er his bead; 
We from Calcutta drove the Moors, 
And made them Splits: ſons of whores, | 


240 8 35 With a fal, &c. 
3 80 Hougly 7 next we bent our courſe, 
The Nabob to chaſtiſe,. 5 10 . 


And bravely dar'd his atmoſt force, 
Bright honour was the prize ; 7 "YL 
We ſtorm'd the fort, deſtroy d the « town, 


And made their walls come e tumbling down. 


; 


8 e With a fai, &c. 
1 5 2 "IP. N. £58 FÞ: 7 $2 . 3 ! St 8 N 
Whilſt we ſtill fry in horrid zone, EY 
* Our country's wrongs to right 5 ih EP 


Do you our brother tars at home, 
Exert your uſual might; 


To quell Monſieur O aſpiring ; aim, mY 
And raiſe aloft old England's fame. 
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From the above, you obſerve, I have 
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uting you in 
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the pleaſure of ſal 
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of ſouth latitude 


part of the 


he former 
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laſt ſeven days, thunder, lightning, and 
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hard 
der, with ſqualls; the latter part 


ning and 


n, light 
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avy rain 
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pleaſant gales, and fair weather; pleaſant 
breezes, light airs, &c. in which 1 think 1 


have exhauſted the ſeaman's whole voca- 


0 bulary, until we come to hard gales, 
ſtormy, &c. In the night we paſt the 
equinoctial with an unuſual pleaſant gale * 


but we have the mortification of knows. 
ing we have been robbed of one-third of 


our diſtance, from the pilot's leavin g us 


to the line, by cruel and hard-hearted 


currents ſetting to the northward at the 


rate of from 1 5; 20, 30, and ſometimes 
to 40 miles in the 24 hours; three weeks 
to the line, Poor doings indeed, when we 
ought to have by this time hold of the 
ſoutheaſt trade; and which we ſhould 
with er ſe have ne with a veſſel 
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For dome days i e E10 
at times in drawing up a nere Of r 
fatal and diſmal night of the zcth of 
June 1756, and an account of my ſubſe. 
quent trip to and reſidence at Morchad 4 
bad, addreſſed to my friend Mr.) William 


0 — 1 


Davis; 3 it is my preſent intention to pr 
liſh it; but if I ſhould not, yo ſhall $6! 
ſupplied with a copy. The revival of the 
ſubject has caſt a gloom over my thoughts; 
It may appear odd, but I moſt ſolemnly 
declare, that oftentimes my foul has ſuf- 
fered greater affliction, from a retroſpect 
and refle ctions on that unparalleled ſcene 
| of 


_ . 


of woe, than the horrors of the night 
itſelf produced; for amidſt the ſhocking | 
confufion which reigned around me in 
every quarter, 1 poſſeſſed a degree of for- 
titude, calmneſs, and ſerenity of mind 
and ſentiment, which I have never enjoyed 
5 ſince, and probably never ſhall again: 
5 whether this tranquil ſtate proceeded from 
abſolute deſpair, on a mental ſurvey of 
the dire ſcene before me; or from a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the rectitude of my conduct, 
in my public capacity ; during the preceding 
ſtruggles and conflicts we had to encounter 
| and combat with, 1 will not ſay; poſſibly 
partly the one, partly the other.” A truce 
to the di n e eee 


Wxẽũbsuxspax, 
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, . Wepwesbay, March g, 1757. 
 Courle S, 61 E. diſtance 41 miles, 125 
Lat. per obſervation i 12 S. Ye 1 
3 per account —_ 52 e 
Longitude made 2 46 E. 
| F. DA e „ 8 1107 
From Point PALMIRAS. N. of acc ae 
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From my laſt of the asth ult. 1 have 
[ | . 5 | not been able to put pen to paper; the 
weather, with hardly any intermiſſion, has 
[ bo: been exceeding foul and difagreeable, with 
OO a large confuled ſea, and riplings, which 

broke like ſhoals, with ſqualls, heavy and 

frequent; ſo that in a manner we have 

been moſtly. under water. The Syren . 
. 1 proves a more lively ſea-boat than we had 


hs * * rr 8 | 
« * e 
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any reaſon. to expect, when ſhe is not 


gt 


ah 


preſſed down: with ſail; the altering . 
trim to, by bringing her more by the 
head, has been of good ſervice, for until 


this was done, ſhe went as much upon 


5 7 


her broid-fide : as head. „ 
2 This weather, from 5 cauſe or other | 

which we cannot account for, has brought 
on an epidemic diſeaſe and, mortality 
amongſt our gucks, ten only. remaining, 1 
One would think our duck doctor had 
taken his diploma. from the college, by 

the havock he has made amongſt them. 
We are ſil perplexed with a current, 
which ſets us to the northward every day 


more than one-third of our run. SEA 


Q SUNDAY, 


1 4 ] 


Son pur, March 1 35 1757 
Cob S. 17 W. diſtance 1e nde 
nor, FRE KOI, d, te vi 
Ion. made - - = 3 3E. 
R. of 
From Point PALMIRAS. 


Prot the above your captain "will 855 | 
ſerve, that ſince my laſt we have hardly 
got any thing to the ſouthward; having 
had only light, trifling airs, and calms; | 
with a ill perplexing and cruel current, 
ſetting to the northward from 8 fathom to 
ſometimes 2 knots an hour. This day we 
ſhipped our 20 oars, and worked at them 
the greateſt part of the day, but the ſwell 
was ſo great they proved of little uſe; 8 


however, 


154 


= however, I believe they S ber Ahead 
a knot an hour, and in ſmooth. walter, 
would, I dare ſay, . her on above 50 


miles 1 in 24 hours: 


You have often heard me ſay, that 1 
eſteemed my ear and taſte for muſick and 
harmony, an unlucky appendage to my 
being. Of all the unharmonious ſounds 
which ever aſſailed | my ears, whether W- 
bohrt of cat. calls, or catter-wauling, . 

marrow- bones and Seren gridiron and 
tongs, grinding of knives, ſcratehing a 

china plate, filing a ſaw, ſcreeching of 
o\wls, croaking of toads, or any other 
| diſcord dire and horrid! which nature 
may have in ſtore, there is nothing equally 
J C 2 5 diſmal 


inl 


Gaul. and tormenting, as the 3 of 
a ſhip's fails:m a calm, rainy, and dark | 
night; no, not even the croaking voice 


of that queer toad Madam Scavichaaven, 


who ſhocked us one night at the factory 
with God Dave co 2 prod | + of 


» E 


1 4 wry 
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; N Fx, March 18, 1757. 
Courſe 8. 92 W. diſtance 104 5 . 
3 Lat. per obſervation 11? 32, S. 


= e per account — 1 I 22 


XL Longitude made — 0 34 * 
N. 5. 
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With no ſmall joy, we. have found a 
current for the laſt 24 hours 10 miles in 
our favour; ; thus you ſee we go on fair 


and 


1 37 


and / ;ftly; and fair and ſoftly goes far, as 


the proverb ſays, and we have far to go; 


Pn 


ſo it is all very well; < what 7s, 18 right.” 


If any man breathing has more cauſe than 


another, to adopt and appropr iate this 


uſeful and noble principle, it 1s myſelf; nor 
ſhall any event in life prevail on me to 

relinquiſh it; let the axiom belong to 
whomſoecver it will, it is a moſt comfort- 
able one; and gives that juſt plaudit to 
: the general | laws of Providence, conſtructed 


by that Being, who cannot 010! any thing | 


| that is wrong. We are now gaſping and 
gaping for the ſoutheaſt trade. 


/ Tozpay, Marth 22, 17 8 
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Lat. per account — 15 423 


cx From Pbier erung. 
Variation per amplitude 3² 29 W. 0 the 
northward of account 18 miles, imputed to an 


error in the courſe and Alltance. e 


Congratulate us on the ſoutheaſt trade 5 
* confirmed to us this day; and as 
ur preſent track will for ſome time carry | 

a WEE of ſimilarity 3 in it, I will de- 
vote a few. paragraphs to other matters, 


and tell you how we diſpoſe of time and 


ourſelves. The public I fear would nat 


| find much entertainment in theſe ſubjects; | 


but to our Friends, every, the ſmalleſt 


TY 4 


matter 8. wil appear intereſting. 


io 


In my letter by the pilot I informed 
you of the agreeable proſpect I ſet out 
with, reſpecting the companions of my 
voyage; and hitherto I have not, nor ſhall 
not, if I have any judgment, have cauſe to 


alter wy ſentiments. | 


When I was a ſchool-boy I remember 
N of my writing copies was, ©. To 
much familiarity breeds contempt.” And 
it is a truth, that nothing more frequently 
and 2 proves the bane of genteel 
ſociety; and therefore moſt cautiouſly 
ſhould be avoided; and yet there is no 
error more commonly fallen into, to the 
| utter deſtruction of all polite intercourſe 
and converſation. Theſe ſeem to be the 


ſentiments 
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ſentiments of my companions, and hence 


it is, that our time has paſt agrecably, 


and with uninterrupted harmony and 


good- humour. 


The detail of one dy 8 operetiors will 


give you a tolerable idea of every ſucceed- 


ing one. I am generally up ſome time be- 
fore my two captains, and either read or 
walk until we meet at breakfaſt; 1 ſee you 
ſmile at the word walk, but 1 will aſſure 


you, we have a clear ſpace upon deck of : 


ſeven g good paces, and the ſame upon our 
quarter. deck or poop, (which you pleaſe) 


which exceeds a fiſnerman's common walk 


by at leaſt four paces; therefore, pray 
Madam, no e at our parades or per- 


Waben. 


1 * * 


The gentlemen inſiſted on my pie N 
© the ta 


benen, of the breakfaſt table, 


180 and being caterer, as having 


and Capt. Jones comptroller of the after- 

noon tea- table; and no one is ſuffered to 
interfere with the office or truſt of the 
other, without a humorous rebuke or 
cenſure, being moſt tenacious of our dig- 
nity and authority in theſe our ſeveral 
poſts of truſt; and whoever is deficient i in 
his duty, and has not breakfaſt preciſely > 
at eight, dinner at twelve, and tea at four, 
leads but a weary life for the time from 
the other two. e 

From breakfaſt to obſerving time, 1s s the 
3 reading or writing; we generally 
ſit 


ſit an hour after dinner; and I either read 
or lounge away the afternoon, whilſt my 
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captains are taking the log, working their 

1 day's work, and pricking off our run; 
from tea until ſunſet we travel about; 
and two or three nights in the week 7 
Captain King and myſelf practiſe on 
Corelli, Handel, &c. and Captain Jones 
plays audience, although he has no more 
ear for mulick than a capſtan bar. 


© 7B We eat no ſupper 2 but on Saturday 
nights, when we have always a concert, 
vocal and inſtrumental, and pour out li- 

bations to our friends; on other nights 
we retire into (what I have nominated 


the withdrawing-room) the ſtern ſheets 


tai. 
of our yawl, and chat until ten, when 


we retire to reſt, 


Choice of books is our great want; 
but here again, what is, is right; for I am 
not diſpleaſed at being under a fort of 
neceſſity of going through a regular pe- 
ruſal of what is called our Scriptures, 
which I have long wiſhed for leiſure to 


* accompliſh. 


I conſider and ſtudy what is termed the 
Old Teflament, as curious ſpecimens of an- 
cient hiſtory, ſublime ſtile, and profound 
political legiſlation; with which, as Chriſ- | 
tians, we certainly have no buſineſs; and 

yet they are indiſcriminately put into the 


hands 


(4! 


hands of children and youth, as part ot . 
the divine Chriſtian ſyſtem; although a. 
multitude of paſſages in Moſes's hiſtory, 
laws, and inſtitutions, cannot be peruſed 
even by adults, without raiſing a bluſh: 
Proper extracts might be made from the 
Old and New Teſtament to inſtruct and 
inſtil religion and virtue into the minds | 
of children : and youth, according with 
their ſeveral gradations of age and under- 
ſtanding : but the body of the Scriptures 
ſhould he withheld from them, like their 
eftates, until they arrive at years of diſcre= | 
tion, or at age; and then poſſibly they 
would value the one, as much as they 


DE generally do the other. 


A being 


[ 45 * 


A being who. PR through a 1 ſea 
travail; without charge or truſt, to engage 
bis time and attention, and does not in 
the courſe of it improve his mind and | 
underſtanding, muſt be a very idle being 
indeed! and will juſtly incur the, Poet's 
cenſure; *in ſpite of ſacred leiſure, block- 
head Nil,” 15 with DIL 


rosso, March 29, 1757. 


Courſe 8. 71 W. Diſtance 159 miles 
Lat. per Obſ. - 24 63 S. 
per account 19 523 41 
Lon. made - - - 24 52 W. 
N. D. 2 23 39 
From Polxr PALMIRAS | 


p. M. Var. per Azimuth 10? 40 W. To 
the ſouthward of account 22 miles, imputed to 


1 


. an error in the courſe. 


We 


* 
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We have hitherto had a pleaſant trade, 
and the syren has behaved herſelf mighty 
Well, running generdlly 8 knots an hour, 
and ſometimes we have had 9 knots and 
fome' odd fathoms upon our log- board; 

but © our dawn was overcaſt ag by a dif- 
covery we made yeſterday. of a defect in 
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one of « our pumps, finding the copper- 
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length; by the help of tarred canvas it 


1 
x 
1 


| 
t 
| 


was repaired,  refixed in its place, and 


found to work very welly a comfortable 


* 
. 


cir cumſtance, being ſo leaky, by the-weak- 


neſs of our upper- works, that in the moſt 


moderate gale we are obliged to pump 


\ 
every four hours. 


1. 795 . Fripay, 


21 Pripay, April 1, 177. 
Courſe S. 68 W. Diſtance 113 miles. 
Lat. per Obſ. = - 285 1 8. 
55 eee od 24 59 


Lon. made 3 —32 20 W. 
1 N. . 3 30 28 
- | aa Poixr PALMIRAS. 
'P M. Variation per Azimuth 16 12 WW. AM 


A. M. To 44 W. T0 the ſouthward of ace 
13 miles, imputed to an error in the courſe. 


Being now in the latitude of St. John 
de Liſboa, we are keeping a good look- out 

for it, although we imagine ourſelves to 
the eaſtward of it Here the ſoutheaſt 
trade has given us the ſlip. From the 22d 
of March we have run 1800 miles, ſo you 
ſee, as before obſerved, the 12 en does her . i 


duty 
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mere 
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duty well in ſmooth water, and a large 


wind the goth ult. we made, a fail at 
day-break, on our larboard bow; at ſun- 
ſet we brought her a- breaſt of us, diſtant 
3 leagues; and yeſterday at break of day, 


juſt ſaw her aftern from our maſt-head, 


diſtant about 6 or 7 leagues; we judged - 
her to be one of the homeward Dutch 
Eaſt-Indiamen mentioned before; to that 


we have ' wronged. her (as the failor's 


f phraſe is) 10 leagues at leaſt in the twenty- 


four hours, in a gale of at moſt 7 knots 


an” hour. b 


— A. oo 


Here J was going to * down. my pen; 


bur, recollecting we are now approaching 


the ſouth end of the iſland of Madagaſcar, 


a place 


el 


a . in — pregnant with ſpirited 5 
winds, and dirty weather, during which I 
may poſſibly for ſome time be diſabled 
from writing, the more eſpecially as the 
equinoctial moon is at hand; I will enjoy 
the preſent opportunity, and chat with 

you a little longer; my meſſmates being 
| . in their daily avocations. 


Amongſt all the miſcellaneous jumble 
I have given you, Thave not once touched 
on the ſubject of my health; which in 


fact I deem a breach of duty, not only as 


I conſider you in the light of a ſincere . 
friend, but as my kind and good nurſe; 


for I ſhall ever think I owe my remains 


of life and recovery at Ballaſore, entirely 
"D- to 


4 
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to the humanity and aſſiduous care you 


exerted on that occaſion, although thereby | 
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you prolonged to me a ſyſtem of cares, 
troubles, and anxieties only. The pleaſing 
calm, in which I flattered myſelf I ſhould 


paſs through life, was for ſome Bine fled 


1 £ 
i; 
1 
1 
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away, and vaniſhed, I ſuppoſed for ever; 


health is the only relative waſh I have, 


—ů — — . 
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when life becomes the ſabje&t of my 


thoughts; and I depend it is not criminal 


nn no 
— — — 
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to hope the latter will not be prolonged, 


n 
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when deprived of the former. 


I flatter myſelf, it will afford you ſome 


pleaſure to know, that before we reached 


the Line, I was ſenſible of a general alte- 
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ration for the better in my health; my 


nervous 


EC 
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nervous ſyſtem, which was injured to a 
degree much beyond what Lever plagued 
my friends with, is moſt ſurpriſingly re- 
ſtored; I have recovered my eye- ſight to 
its uſual Perfection: the debility of which 
gave me many an irkſome reflection, as I 

almoſt deſpaired of ever recovering it; 1 
never gave up my motto Hoes, but once 


in my life, and then I was wrong. 


2 Amongſt other amuſements theſe fine 
moon-ſhine nights, I retire to the drawing- _ 
| room, and pipe to my flock, who occupy all 
the reſt of the boat; and it hurts me nt 
a little, when I am reduced, as caterer, to 
the neceſſity of leſſening their number; all 
our live ſtock being under my juriſdiction. 
. D 2 . This 


E | 
This is alſo the place of contemplation, 

| When we are once prevailed on to look 

. into ourſelves, ve ſhall never be at a Joſs 


for TION. 


hy 


When 1 look man my little farm- 
yard, and contemplate my ſheep, my pigs, 
my geeſe, &c. a ſigh eſcapes me in ſpite 
of all my philoſophy and reſignation; 
which I believe were never exceeded by 
any mortal under the like ſevere trials. 

That the pleaſing ſcenes of rural retire- 
ment, which I had ſo lately planned for 
the remainder of my life, in the boſom 

o my native land, ſhould be ſnatched 
from me in ſo ſudden and unforeſeen a 


manner. —juſt when I was felicitating 


myſelf 
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myſelf i in the je proſpect of my ceaſing to be 


an actor in public buſy life, and beine g a 


calm independent ſpectator ouly—juſt then, 
1 fay, to have the whole vaniſh like 2 


dream, and leave in its place, meagre 


want, anxious cares, and irkſome dependence 


— but huſn— What ! is. is beſt. And yet 


« T8 hard but patience mutt endure, 


BP ſoothe thoſe ills'it cannot cure.” 5 


April the 14th —Hey-day! methinks I 


hear you cry out, What, one flight from 
: the 1ſt to the 14th ?—It is very true, and 


ſuch a flight as I never wiſh to take again. 
My fortitude has been tried to the utmoſt, 

I aſſure you en verits ; as a landman, 1 
may poſlibly be ſuppoſed to exaggerate 


23 matters; 
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matters; therefore the idea you will re- 


ceive of the various buffetings we have 


had to encounter, during the laſt thirteen. 
days, ſhall be from occaſional tranſcripts 
from the Captain's journal. 


SATURDAY, April 2, 755. 
Courſe 8. 22 W. Diſtance 8 3 miles. | 
Lat. per account 25˙ 36 . 
Lon. made 33 4% W. 
N. Dv .. „ 
Mo From Por PaLmitas 
Variation per es 18% 40' W. 1 


9 


« The firſt part fair weather, the middle 
cloudy, and light ſqualls ; about 2 A.M. 
the wind ſhifted to the ſouthward, and 


continued moderate until 8, when it 


threatened 


193: 


A a gale;—got down. FER topſail 
and croſs-· jack yards, got in the ſpritſail 

and ſprit-topſail yards. At 11 the ſea 
was {6 high we were obliged to lay to, up f 
| S. W. off W. by S. and before noon ſhipp'd 

| ſeveral large. ſeas,” The weather ſtill con- 
tinuing to. look moſt formidable ov] A 


rw ,, ct 4% 


7 o 


SUNDAY, Ari 35 1757. 
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| . ; "Camp 8. 34 W. Diſtance 767 miles | 


- 
— 


* 


= Lat. pe per obſery. - 26* 27 S. 2 
5 — per account 255 N 
Lon. made — 34 33 W. PN 
N. D. EL eee 
From PoinT Par MIR as, | 
« The firſt and middle parts the gale 
continued very hard, and the fea ran very 


high, 


— oy 
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high, e many e over ug. 
Towards daylight, the wind and ſea 


abated, tlie former coming more eaſterly, 
5 ſo that by fx O clock we made f fail, the 
_ $4 fein running bigb and confuſed. 
About half paſt eleven the veſſel took four | 
or five ſuch rolls, that we enpected the 
maſt going over the ſide. Since my laſt 


obſervation' am to the fouthward of ac- 


count 63 3 miles, which 1 impute to a cur- 


rent. And thus we kept plunging o on at 
a noble rate, ſtealing fail upon the veſſel 
by degrees, as. they found ſhe could bear 
it, until the gth incluſive, when we had 


170 miles on the log from that day's run; 


the winds continuing generally between 
the ſouth and the eaſt, but moſt eaſterly, 
5 ; : : | Ws | the 


2 — 
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| the ſous running very high indeed, and: as 
the Captain expreſſes it in his remarks of 
dhe 5th, «fo frequently boarded us, that 
it was hard to determine whether we were 


more under them or over them. —krhe | 


next piece of this our delectable hiſtory 
take alſo from the Captain's journal. 
Sonar, April 10, 1757. 

. Courſe S. 39W. Diſtance 92 miles. 
Lat. per Obſ. - - - - 322. 42 8. 

E per account 32 31 
Lon. made 35 51 W. 

; N.D. - WY #7 25 R * FO 24 
From Polxr PALMIRAS, | 


- "KO the fouthward of account 11 miles, im- 
Puted to a current. ; 


From 


T 58 | 


From noon yeſterday the weather 


looked very wild and threatening, and We 


expected the wind would come to the 


weſtward, but it veered no further than 
wo N. N. E. before it vented its firſt fury. 
—_ | At half paſt 8 P.M. there came on one 


ll of the moſt terrible ſtornis of thunder, 
| lightning, wind, and rain, that ever I was 
in; from that time we kept her right 


Wl before it, under our bare poles, having 


. nothing ſet when the ſtorm came on but 
1 the ſquare-ſail and main jib, which we 
Ll: got ſtowed as ſoon as poſſible. At 10 
Ll - | 


Aaid to, up W. N. W. of W. S. W. under a 


ireeſad foreſail- the ſtorm continued to 


"ns blow until this day at noon,” when it 


' abated ſomething—the ſea was up almoſt 


as 
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as ſoon as the wind, and made a breacli 
over us without ceaſing, the whole night. 
The veſſel laboured very much, but be- 
| haved as well, and proved as hvely, as any 
veſſel poſlibly could in ſuch a ſtorm and 
ſea.” he old ſaw declares, that every 
one ſhould praiſe the bridge he goes ſafely 
over ; now do ſolemnly declare, that if 
the Syren outlives the voyage, ſhe mall ſit 
for her picture in the above ſtorm, on 
her arrival; if ſhe goes to the bottom, 
ſhe will take the will for the deed ROY 
with her. 


. April 11, 17 57. | 
Courſe S. 17 W. diſtance 43 miles. 
Lat. per obſervation 33* 19 S. 

— per account — 33 22 


a U N = Longitude 
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mi ee 


From bor Patin 48. 


11 Towards aight "WE STE! and ſea, 


cloſe reefed the mainſail, and ſet it; at 
10 ſet the main jib, and not long after, 


it blew all out of the ſeams, unbent it, 


and ſet the flying jib. At day-break the 


gale began to freſhen | again, and at 10 


both wind and ſea increaſed ſo much at 


N.W. we were obliged to haul down the 
mainſail, and lay the veſſel to under a 


new main-jib, bent abaft the maſk, the 
weather continuing to look wild and 
threatening, and the ſea making a paſſage 


over us as before.“ 


0 8 1 TUESDAY, 


1 


Courſe S. 70 E. diſtance 30 miles. 


Lat, per ob.. 347 30 8. 
5 per account - 33 31 
Lon. made — . 54 12 W. 
END f 


| From PornT PALMIRAS. 


0 From noon e ant 6 P.M. 
he cake rather increaſed, then it lulled 
and proved moderate until midnight, at 
which time it freſhened to a hard gale, 
and continued ſo until 9 A.M. when it 
came quite moderate. About one o'clock 
in the afternoon the veſſel ſhipped two of 

the largeſt ſeas that ever I remember to 
haue ſeen enter any veſſel, and took ſeveral 

pitches that were really qreadful, from all 
which 
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which ſhe recovered herſelf much beyond 
our expectation.“ 


. 


5 HURSDAY, April 14, 1757. ; 
' Courſe N. 49 W. diſtance 22 miles. 
Lat. per Obſer. . 32 44 8. 
— per account — 32 45 


55 49 W. 
N. D.. 8 Th 


From Point PaLMIRAs, 


From the 12th to the 14th the weather 
has been moderate, but the ſwell ſo large 
and mountainous, that it has been with 
no ſmall difficulty J have been able to 


write; the ſun is now ſetting, and the ſky 


looks wild and threatening; as for reflec- 
tions moral and entertaining, as ſet forth 


in 


I 
in my title- page, I muſt poſtpone them, 
until I can finger my pen with more eaſe; 
T ſhall only add, that we have long given 
up the hopes of a port paſſage, and have 
only to flatter ourſelves with a /afe one; 
which, between you and I, requires no 
ſmall portion of faith, as will appear from 
ſome particulars which ſhall be delineated 
in my next diſpatch; but I find myſelf 
well prepared for 1 worſt, and will fall | 
oo the bept. 


Monpar, April 0 1757. 
8 Courſe S. 45 E. N 34 miles. 


Lat. per Obſer. — 33 43 N 
— per account 33 48 

| Lon. made $6 
ND. - 09 9 


From Point PALMIRAS. 


Could 


"£81 


Could you poſſibly have a peep at the 
figure of the ſhip's track, as pricked off 
on our charts for ſome days paſt, you 
would aſſuredly think we had been invent- 
ing a new and whimſical country-dance, 
between the cardinal points, to the tune 
of Now ponder well,” or any other ditty 
equally diſmal. Variety, they ſay, is 
_ charming, it nay be ſo, in ſome caſes; 
but I invoke the great and little Gods to 
defend us from the entertainment of that 
bind, with which We have been lately 
treated, We have had ſince the 14th 
various winds, from hard gales to ſevere 


ſqualls, violent thunder and lightning, 


and extreme heavy rains; the winds vari- 
able from E. to E. N. E. to N. E. and from 


thence 
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| thence to N.W. from which quarter it 
has been violent and laſting; with the fea 
ſo high, an& ſo much too powerful for 


our poor veſſel, that we have nothing for 
it, but laying het moſtly to. In that ſitu- 


ation, under a reefed foreſail hoiſted abaft 


the maſt, I now write. As the ſea is ſome- 


thing lowered, ſhe lies to, particularly 
_ eaſy; before, ſhe was laid to under a cloſe 


reefed mainſail, until it was blown out 
of the ſeams and bolt-rope, The moon 


changing to- day, and the wind veering to 
the 8. W. gives us hopes it will come 


round more ſouthwardly and eaſtwardly. 
All our hopes are now for a fair wind; 


with a foul one, we ſhall never get round 


the Cape; the Syren proves fo crank, ſhe 


E e cannot 
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cannot bear her main- ſail; and without it, 
ſhe cannot get a- head againſt theſe ſeas 


upon a wind; when a ſtiff ſhip would 


make now a tolerable way. An additional 


heavy misfortune attends us, of having 
| one-third of our people not able to keep : 


the deck. On the whole, I ſhall not be 


at all ſurprized, if the Delawar arrives in 


England before us, ſuppoſing ſhe was 
diſpatehed a month after us, and * not 


wait for convoy at St. Helena. c 


It was alleged as an argument againſt | 


converting the Syren into a ſchooner, that 


the Porto- Bello ſloop made her paſſage 
round the Cape, not adverting that ſhe 


was diſpatched two months earlier, and 
rounded 


E e 


rounded it in the midſt of Summer, 
whereas we round it in che moſt unfa- 
vourable and dangerous month in ho. 
year. The 19th, the ſea being down and 
tolerably quiet, and j jogging on at the rate 
of three knots an hour, to the weſtward, 
I have an opportunity of reaping a beard © 
| almoſt as long as that 1 exhibited when 
on my travels to Mo rchadabad. 


For many days paſt we have been in- 
ceſſantly under water, and our cabin afloat, 
being afraid of ſhutting the doors; appre- 
henſive of our dead lights being forced 1 in 
dy a ſtern ſea, or, in the ſeaman's lan- 


guage, of being booped. 


E. —3 


Y = 
ans ty a 
re 


— o 
Lg = * 7 A * — 2 * 4 . en. — 
=_ — : - mug — — ——— — 
2— _ 1 = 2 I w ſes neg — — — = > 
o — oe — — — — — * 2 wy RE - 40 LL ———— — — — — - 
l = ä - = « 2 - — — 2 8 me IE _— — s N —— , 
\ RT : — — 5 — = 2 — Wane 6: — 2 8 
hs _ — —— — — —— — by > * n 1 AE het o = " — a — — = * —— — — FR * — * — . 
— —— Free P > #4 ——— _— 2 3 — ts — ng 2 2 2 —— 2 — — 2 D r CO Tt E — = 
Rp IEEE -— WU 1 "Rog —. ö — 2 — —. . — 2 — : - = - - - - —— — 7 n — — 2.8 — oott: —— — 
5 Dr N f — 838 ; % — n A * 8 — P — — LD — ne IR — 4 — = — — G 
2 e — — — : - a * +: —_— — > IS —— — — wv exe. Tet = — . > — — 2 : 
7 £ $a - — —— — - Pap . R . — — — 1 8 — ove 
1 A — — — 3 * — — K — — — — — > _- p * 1 — — — r 8 * 2 2 — od _ a jeff LI 1 9 AD - 2 — KY « TE * 2 * 
a > - _ * * 5 —— — 8 5 Ons - _—_ — — f \ 3 a? —— ; c 
: — 2 — Pry WY « — — b - - — - * _ — —— > 23 — 
4 — L : g = 2 wm < — Bea — — Pant r Ts _ 2 — TT OE — * - — A 
© OY * Wr 4 by 4; - — > ” 12 — 22 — A * a _ - _ PEER - — Mev ang 2 — wy 
« . — on . ge WOT... — JE — — — — * * ä * — 3 — * — — be * * —— —_ — 
mad on ERA TRIO I "> 8 2 5 a — * 4 . 
— X * 1232 2 FRI = — * * Y — 
. 1 8 __ mur — — 1 1 = — 5 22 - — d — * _ a _ „ . 
1 — . 2 — —— Ie} . + n — 8 + 
et — * 8 2 > II * 
; - Rn Wo. * 
— — * . * 5 2 y * 
— . 5 ee ro rr Po TR 0 
. 1 » Po © 
; 
f N 
=” 
» 


— pu AR EAI RS 


n 3 
— 9. TE 5 wi 


— 
— 


. AOIP IB APs 


Ee ns 
— 


TuksDAv, April 19, 17 37. 
Courſe S. 76 W. diſtance 44 miles. 
Lat per obſ. 37 32 8. 
_ yu per account 3 33 35 
ten, made -- - Ws - 58 : 8 W. 
N. P. „ 2 
From Pol dr PALMIRAS. 
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Some weſting RODE but ſouthing loſt. 


5 This day, for the firſt time ſince the bad 


weather, we ſat down again in decent 


order to dinner; and I have paſſed two 


pleaſant hours in the drawing-room, until 


tea time. The cold i in this latitude is now 
moſt intenſe, the wind N W. | The 16th, 
we ſaw ſeveral beautiful butterflies. and 7 
hornets flying about us, blown off from 
the African coaſt, although at this time 


we 
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we judge 3 at leaſt fixty leagues 


from the neareſt land, and 300 leagues 


from the Cape; but how far we are to 


the weſtward, is in fact all gueſs work, as 
we have had neither azimuth nor ampli- | 


tude to depend on, for a great while paſt; 


; the ſun either hiding his face morning | 


and evening, or the veſſel ſo agitated, as 


to render it im offible to have a fair fight 


5 him. We are lucky enough! in being 


ſure of our latitude, having had generally 


a good olſervation at noon, 


For many days we have been hovering 
in the latitude of the rock on which the 


Doddington was loſt, an] where Captain 


Jones, (who was chief officer of her) 


By paſſed 


L 70 ] 

_ paſſed ſeven wretched months; the remem- 

brance of which, 1 often obſerve, throws 
Aa gloom over his countenance; and no 
wonder, as his eſcape was moſt miracu- 
1ous, and his ſufferings great indeed! We 

| ſometimes profit by the misfortunes: of 
others; for I confeſs I ſleep in more tran- 
quillity, for the above unhappy event, as 
whilſt we are ſtanding in for the land, 
Jones keeps a Special look-out. Captain 
King ſhapes our courſe, and Captain Jones 
navigates the veſſel. I believe I never 
hinted to you, that we are abſolutely for- 
bid touching any where, until we arrive 
in ſome Engliſh port. Had Jones' s advice 
been regarded, the Doddington had been 
= ſaved; they had hal uo obſervation for ſome 
| = days: 


1 71 J 


days. Captain Sampſon ordered to bear 
away at Aix in the evening; Jones intreated 
he would not bear away until midnight; 
Sampſon was obſtinate, and perſiſted in | 


his order; the conſequence proved fatal. 


During our late hard weather we loſt 
two hogs, two goats, a ſucking pig, and 
a number of our poultry; (only 10 fowls 
left) the moſt of them in fact drowned, 
or bruiſed to death, and our goat loſt her 

milk. All heavy ſtrokes of woe, to people 
circumſtanced as we are at preſent but 

| our greateſt misfortune is the weakneſs 
of our crew, which obliges us to proceed 
in carrying ſail, not as the veſſel can bear, 
but in proportion to the hands we have 


to 1 = 


1 } 


to manage. her, Nothing to amuſe, but 
the gambols of our tuo kittens, who are at 


A high game of romps, as far aft as they 


can in the cabin, which prognofticates a fair 
gale from that quarter, 2 
WEDNESDAY, April 20, 1757. 
Courſe S. 28 W. Diſtance 63 . 
. per Obſ. Z — 34 28' 85 
— per account . — — 34 „ 
Lon. made = = = = = 58 44 W. 
NDS -» 8 : - 53 32 


From PoinT PALMIRAS, . 


The moſt part of theſe 24 hours little 


wind and fair weather, with an irregular 
confuſed ſea. 80 few hands able to keep : 
the deck, we could not get the topſail 


— Tl 


yard acroſs in leſs than four hours 'and a 
half, Our variation per amplitude P.M. 
being 25* 12 W. confirms a ſuſpicion that 
our azimuth | compaſs is defective. To 
the ſouthward of account 21 miles, which 
I impute to a current.“ 
The cats were right, for on waking 
this morning I had the pleaſure of finding 
| we had for ſome time enjoyed a pleaſant 


gale at eaſt, and the whole forenoon we 
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| had the brighteſt and moſt joyous hemi- 
' ſphere I ever beheld. But no Joys are per- 
manent in this changing ſyſtem of ours;— | 


Change! 1s the firſt and general law of 
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nature; nothing in the univerſal expanſe 


ty by wo 
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of creation continues the ſame for two 


r 


ſeconds 
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ſeconds: together; * changes .every thing 
that has being exiſts or ſubſiſts, Except 
the great Author and Cauſe of all— 
$7 After noon the gale increaſed, and veered 
to the nor thward; the ſky overcaſt, the 
; ſea roſe ſuddenly high and confuſed : I ” 
4 we hauled up W. and by N. for the 
land; at ſunſet, obliged to take in our 
top-ſail and ſteering-ſails, and keep her 
under ſquare-ſail and fore-ſail; the wind 
being already north, with as black an ap- | 
pearance as can be, of a north-weſter; 
with thick lightning from the weſtern | 
board. The ſloop having changed her 
quiet poſition, for a troubleſome tumbling 
one, obliges me to break off, and 8⁰ to 
1 bed in a much worſe- humour than I roſe 


with in the morning. 


5 


1 
Fama, April 22, 1757. 

Chunk N. 54 E. diſtance 12 miles. 
Lat. per Obſer. - „ 3 26-% 
— per account — = 835 28 
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From PoINT P ALMIRAS. 
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* 0- the ſouthward of account 10 miles, im- 
puted to a current; and yeſterday to the 


| ſouthward of account 32 miles, imputed to 


the ſame cauſe, 


On the evening of the 2oth the tie of 
the croſs-jack jeer-block broke, and the 
yard came down amain upon the. deck, 

(where we were obliged to let it ſleep 
until the 1 morning;) at 3 in the morning 


, the gale ſo increaſed, and the ſea roſe ſo 
high 


1 


high upon us, that we were obliged to lay . 


to, for 2 or 3 hours; notwithſtanding 


which, by noon yeſterday we made a 


ſtretch of 100 miles, and find a current 5 


in our favour, the wind keeping between 


the N. and N. E. but it ſoon veered to 


the N. W. and blew a hurricane; before 
we could get in our main and flying Jibs, 


| the one was blown out of the bolt-rope, 


and the other into ſhivers; however, we 
brought her to again under a cloſe-reefed 


mainſail, and kept her ſo all laſt night, the 


ſea making continual breaches over us; 


but this morning things growing mode- 


rate, and the wind at N. E. again, We 


5 made fail, but it ſoon grew calm, and ſo. 


continued moſt of the day, which gives 
me this opportunity of ſcribbling. 


: „ : 


1 My riſible muſcles have been ſome- 
times excited into action, by the various 
| apoſtrophes thrown out from the over- 
charged irritable ſpirits of my harraſſed 
ſhip-mates; —take a few of them. One 
roars out, D—n my b—d, if we ſhall 
ever get round the Cape with theſe people 
or this veſſel.” Another, It is enough to 
make a man mad, to be obliged to lie to 
thus upon every turn, when a good ſhip, 
with people that knew what they were 
about, would make a good hand of it.” 
| Then ſays another, 5 Od ding my buttons, 
(his uſual oath) hard lines, very hard 
lines indeed; if the devil, amongſt his 
other torments, had decreed poor Job to 
have rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 
N = 


A * 


the month of A il in a crank loop ill 
manned, and worſe fitted, he would have 
renounced his allegiance, and taken his 
wife's counſel; not a feaman on board 
that can be depended on, or that knows a 
hawk from a hand-ſaw; officers obliged 
to go aloft, and do ſeaman's duty. Then 
our boatſwain takes his turn as follows: 
Rigging bad, the country blocks rotten, . 
no ſmall rope on board, nothing leſs 

than 32 inch cordage, which will not reve 
through the blocks, —canvas bad, and 
ſewed with rotten twine, Ke. Then 
comes one general chorus, If I had known 
as much as I do, may I be d—n'd, if J 
would have failed in her for a hundred 


Mines a month. And yet after all, it 
muſt 


191. 


muſt be confeſſed, that had not the 8yren 
under every diſadvantage been one of the 
 livelieſt and beſt ſea- boats that ever ſwam, 
ve ſhould not have eſcaped ſo well as we 
| have hitherto done, almoſt to a miracle 


And here a reflection occurs, which hurts 
my feelings much.—Had I been in my 


friend Harry's Polt, and he in my ſituation, 
I ſhould moſt certainly have been more 


careful and ſolicitous about the manning 


and fitting out the veſſel; for in fact, 


every thing about us has given way, 


except our maſt and ſhrouds, and our 
patience; for, taking the paſſage altoge- 
ther, nothing in nature could have made 
it ſupportable, but the ſame harmony ſub- 


ſiſting we ſet out with, owing ſolely to 
| L | the 
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the cauſe before hinted; preſerving an 
agreeable freedom to each other, always 
Fo under the check of decency and decorum, ; 

| which are too frequently neglected in 
connections of a higher a more ſolemn 
nature. A noble Earl now living, who 
is an honour to his country, and to polite 
| literature, ſays, * TH Love and Friendſhip 
neceſſarily produce and juſtly authorize 
 Familiarities; but then good-breeding muſt 
mark out its bounds, and ſay, Thus far 
thou ſhalt go, and no farther; —for I have 
known many a paſſion, and many a friend- 
| ſhip, w. weakened, degraded, and at laſt (if 1 
may uſe the expreſſion) wholly flatterned 
away by an unguarded and illiberal fami- 
barity.” That 1 8 not loſe the oppor- 
tunity 


* 


1%] 


unity a myſelf Nes it is dark, 1 
chall here ſuſpend my journal, until the 
next favourable interval. The evenin g 18 
moſt inviting, and the hemiſphere clear 

and unclouded, which is ſomething of a 
novelty; therefore I bid you adieu! until! 


 Syxpar, Mey 1, 1757. 
Courts S. 85 W. diſtance 72 miles,” 
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14 long ſtride you will ſay, from the 
22d of April to the 1ſt of May! Itis 


A | . | true; 


(#1 


true; but you will _ it, * er 


be ſorry when. you kno the cauſe. I left 
you to take an airing on our, quart | 


deck, or poop, and had walked or rather 
ſtaggered about for half an hour; and as | 
1 was Juſt going to make a turn on the 


ſudden and deep a pitch, and violent roll 


5 withal, that 1 had no poffibility of ſaving _ 


myſelf. from going / overboard, but by 


jumping into the drawing- oom, alias 

the lern ſheets, of our boat; where, to 

my misfortune, there lay an old hen 
| chair, againſt the frame of which I 


ſtruck my right leg, and laid bare five 


inches of my ſhin- bone; for ſeven days I 


was confined to my bed, and ſuffered much 


pain 


pain'and/anxiety, from the reaſon I had 
to apprehend ' the bone was Jplintered. 
Within this day or two I have had ſome 
caſe and leſs apprehenſion, and Gun n 
longer rob myſelf of the pleaſure of letting 
you know we are now with à pleaſant 
gale at 8. E. failing by Cape Falſo, with a 
proſpect of having the Cape of Good 
Hope to the eaſtward of us by to-morrow 


morning, when 1 hope to reſume the 
thread of my journal from the aad ult. 
and picture to you o diſtreſte, for the 
meaſure of them was far from being full. 
0 my leg! e I bd ee | iel 


1 1 8 : | % -»$. & 
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"Monoar, 3 May the 2d, 1757. 
Tui day my leg eaſier, and I have | in- 
finite pleaſure i in paying my compliments 
1 8 to 


to you W, 


a ſteady gale at 


* 5 
Zr 


Hope; the Table RY at ſonal a 
EN. diſtant about 14 leagues, enjoying 


E. which runs us 8 or 
ois under our ſquare-ſail and top-ſaib, 

— Kan ſhew. to it. This gale, to the ; 

eaſt ward of the Cape, would have laid us 


| bel But Vs ipurnal 


* 


I e e yottiuoorr 
ben of A 1 t ee 
returning, and keeping about N. N E. Niet 
Jogged, on as well, as 4 very large well 
would let us; and the 23d at noanifound 
ourſelves i in the latitude of 35 33 1 and 
longitude 62 2 W. A calm ſucceeded for 


A; few hours, as if the wind was lying by : 


0 a 


> 70 


70 tolle brearby for about 6 it came on with 


great violence between the ſouth and 


ſoutheaſt, uſnering in one of the ſevereſt 
ſtorms of thunder, lightning, and rain, 
mortal. Mo run befor it 


ever beheld by 
3 until midnight, when it looked ſo dread- 

ful anc 
: bring the veſſel to, until 3 in the morn- 


- threatenin g, we were obliged to 


4 ing, when we made ſail until 8 in the | 


morning of the 24th; but the gale in- 
creating, and the ſea overpowering her, 


we were reduced to our uſual reſource 


ibs laying her to; and thus we continued | 


all the 24th and 23th, the wind con- 
tinuing the whole time at 8. E. the 
faireſt wind that could blow for us, had 


it not been 20 much for us; thus, you 
F 5 | LY {ee 


cr 
r SLA <> 2 


go Fn 
ſee, we may ſometimes have too much of 
a good thing. bert 


This was by much the longeſt and ſe- 


vereſt gale, and moſt dangerous ſeas, we | 
had yet encountered, many of them break- 


by ſtraining grew, leaky, and called for 
pumping every bour; and to crown the 


whole, not above four men in a watch 
able to ſtand the deck. 


But now comes the ſtroke, which had 


near given the coup de grace to our preſent 


ſtate of exiſtence. I confeſs, for my own 


part, to uſe a ſeaman's phraſe, I had 


ſquared. the yards in my own mind, upon 


the 


the matter, nor 
were far behind-hand with NT 


enough of prelude. The 24th, after mid- 
night, we ſhipped a ſea that ſtove in the 
quick work of our half deck and waſn- 
board, carried away the ſtantion of the 
half-deck, waſhed the chief officer out of 
his cot; and ſet us almoſt a ſwimming in 
the cabin, the lights in the binnacle and the 
cabin being extinguiſhed at the ſame time. 
Never I believe was exhibited. a ſcene fo 
diſmal, for the time it laſted; your own 

imagination muſt convey to you an ade- 
quste idea of our/diftreſs; words eannot 

| do it;—ſurprized as Wwe were out of a - 
ſound firſt ſleep, in utter darkneſs, a 
the bottoms of our cots ſkimmir 
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water in the cabin, and -roaring of the 


chief officer, who thought he: was waſhed 
5 overboard, confounded us for a moment; 


but reſlection ſoon returned, and informed 


us, the loop was ſtill above water, It was 


; a conſiderable time before we could get 


as into the binnacle and cabin, but 


at laſt it was accompliſhed, and our ap- 


prehenſions for che preſent ſubſided and, 
| our fortitude again took the lead. 


- 
7 b : , 7 5 4 ? 1 * * 2 * 
? : ! a 2 1 F 1 


About 6 in the evening of the 2 5th we 


made fail again, the wind continuing 
 foutherly, and ſtill a Jarge ſea. The 26th 
at noon, found ourſelves in the latitude 


of 35 24 8. and longitude made 665 18“ W. 
At ſix i in the evening-as we Were ſolacing 


and 


1 89 1 5 . 


and comforting ourſelves on the hazards 
we had eſcaped, my man Leiceſter entered 
the cabin with a face of horror, and aid | 
to me in Moors, Burrah betteraka : baat . 
Sahib (very bad tidings, Sir!) What's the 
matter, Leiceſter?—Three foot and a half | 
of water in the hold, Sir! Judge of our 
| conſternation, for it was but too true; th ree 
foot and half in a hold of 7 foot only, was 
rather too great an allowance. Very hap- 
4 pily for us, we were then going with a light 
breeze, and ſmooth water, or fatal, pro- 5 
bably, would have been the con ſequence. 
Al. hands ſick and well were inſtantly ſet 
to pump and bale; one pump would not 
work at all, and the other but indiffe- 
rently; by g we found we gained upon 
th q- : E : „ her, 
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her, and by 11 freed her entirely, and had 


the pleaſure of finding it was no new or 


extrao | raordina ry leak had been the f cauſe, | 


but defects in the pumps and unpardon- 


able careleſſneſs in the officers and carpen- 


ters. The 27th hoiſted the pumps on 


deck and repaired them with leaden cham- 


bers, the copper ones being worn out; 


replaced the pumps, and find them work 
well. At ſunriſe we joyfully made the 


land bearing from N. by W. to N. E. 
diſtant about 13 or 14 leagues. At noon 
in the latitude of 2 20'S. and longitude Is. 
made 69 14 W. 
ſoundings at 6 fathoms and ſtood in 


In the evening we had 


within 5 or 6 leagues of the land, and 
3 it Pleafantiy * ſhore. For the 


1 „„ four 


four days paſt, ſoundings generally from 
60 to 45 fathoms, and find we fell in with 
the land at leaſt 50 leagues to the eaſt- 


ward of Cape L'Aguillias. It is mortify- 


ing to paſs by the ſalubrious refreſhments. 
of the Cape, | but orders | muſt be obeyed. 
We rounded the Cape in exactly 12 weeks 

from the pilot's leaving us a monſtrous | 


: falling off from oun hopes and expecta- 


tions! But murmuring will not become 


and 1 do aſſert, that notwithſtanding the 
abuſe the poor Syren has been loaded with, 
ſhe will deſerve a hand no leſs celebrated 


ſo 


us, after the eſcapes we have experienced; 


— 5 


than that of Apelles to draw her picture, 
and tranſmit her lively virtues to poſterity. 15 
My leg will not yet let me write in eaſe, 


l 


o I muſt change my poſition, and take a 

long pauſe. 'A would-be-wit might ſay, 
„Jou don't write with 8000 toes, 5 
friend, do 50, e rom 
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May the 3d.—In future, my friend; 


vou will not hear from me ſo frequently; 


having much to examine and adjuſt rela- 


tive to the publick concerns of the Eaſt- 
a India Company, as well as F t 0 my ow . 5 


different face every thing now wears all 


around me, compared with the preceding 


days, before we made the land; a ſettled | 
gloom fat on every countenance; and it 
was truly aſtoniſhin g. to what a bigh 

| MO! idle ſuperſtition took the lead; the 


poor 


; * os | 2 
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8 poor kittens could not indulge themſelves 


with a game at romps; without being 
their mother ventured forward in ſeareh 


of a rat for their breakfaſt, it was well if 
the got back again with whole bones; for 


a true · bred ſailor would rather ſee tie 
Devil, than a cat upon the rigging in 
gale of wind 3 an instand, bird of any 


kind could not fly near the ſhip, that was 


ſome one or other had not an antipathy 
to; ſwearing he never ſaw it in his liſe 


but it betokened 4 form, or the conti- 


nuance of one; in ſhort, I believe, nothing 


but a neu creation could have pleaſed us at 


that juncture, 
For 
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For a fortnight before we had left the 


Cape to the eaſtward of us, we found it 
extremely cold and comfortleſs; but already 


we find a manifeſt change in the air, as | 


in our hs a. Ss, as in our- 
ſelves. When L look at the veſſel, I can- 


not help repeating my aftoniſhment+»to : 


think how/ ſhe has outlived the _— 


205 hop now nk ng to Fey or appre- 


hend, but her taking a trip to France; 
for we have no defence againſt any. thing 


which may afſail us. 


\ + * 


Frida, May 6, 1757: _ 
| Courſe N. 3, Diſtance 36 miles. | 
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„ot OWE have Hide but Amal y 


ſince the iſt inſtant; the zd our 8. E. 
wind left us, and we have been perplexed 


chiefly with calms,” and the winds: at N. 
and N. E. and thoſe light and trifling; 


but we ſtill flatter ourſelves that two or 
three days will lead us into the S. E. trade! 
My leg has mended much ſince the 24, 


and -ſhews ſigns of healing; and as I have 


not obtruded a moral excurſion | for ſome 


time paſt, I am fearful you may conclude, 


I have entirely loft fight of the title page of 


| my journal; ;—not ſo, as you will now find. 


v 


| During 
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1 „ 
During the days of our tribulation, 
- Which ia many, 1 had an ample field 
| open around me, for oontemplation upon 


de N. 


the abſuedi ities, an truly” unprofitable | 
ts of mankind; for each purfuit 
; wn be unprofitable, which does not *. 5 
greltvely, and. Analiyi produce e and 
an mas o immediate 
and diqreſſes, 1 natural. 
to the relative cauſe, COMMERCE, which 
1-juſtly- ſtigmatize as one of the great 
ſources of evil for many centuries. paſt; 
and likely to ſubſiſt {0 1 in Perperuity. - The 
ſpirit of commerce, like an. epidemick 
diſcaſe, has pervaded and poſſeſſed the in- 
habitants of every corner of the globe, to 


the general deſtruction of all morals. 


Cicero, 


1:90. 


ACErO, in his Offices, PRI mamas, 
that a arch, cannot be a ſtrictly. honeſt 
uam; and our own Tillotſon ſeems to have 
had /imilar ſentiments. Take the follow- 
ing true : genealogy, pedigree, and deſcent of | 
this miſebievous idel, who now poſſeſſes te 
| adoration of the world... Folly on Diſcontept 
-- A it nordinate Defires; theſe begat Com- 
 mercez commerce begat Fraud and Wealth; 
|| nd, theſe, again inceſtuouſly joining, at | 
L the inſtigation of their parents, begat 4 
5 | Thirſt of Conqueſt, who. begat War and | 4 
e a Invaſion; whoſe natural deſcendants were 5 
0 ä rapine, violence, oppreſſion, ſacrilege, 
% \ battle, murder, and ſudden death, &c | | 
be: and theſe again, by a kind of mm 5 : | 


have produced afreſh, inordinate defires, 
), 5 : G > with 


3 
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withilts Aan 1066/7 in a rebate ſue- | 
1 ceſſion, Who will hold their reign and 
influence, I fear, to the end of the chapter, 
1 before hinted. T AWE of ee 85 
eoteniditty powers "66 <= | Rave | 5 
ſtroyed more of the human ſpecies than 
the” deluge. Then how muſt the great 
Creator of all look down upon ſuch 4 
ſtem? But, in fact, we ſeem not much to 


care how he looks down upon us, in any 


5 Miem, 10 it conduces to our preſent enjoy- 


ments yy luxuries; which conſtitute the 
utility and noble purpoſe of Commer; 
againſt which, thus ends my juſt in⸗ 
vective. 98 


Now, 


o ; - 


4 


Now; *after all, are "we not a moſt: ridi- 
culous ſet of mortals, t. to fancy, chat! any 
indzoidual of ſach ix Fare can be entitled to 
the peculiar grace and favour” of the 
Creator, beyond the extent ef his general. 
providential laws? when even 70 theſe, 
there are few amengſt us we can lay 
any juſt claim. When Gulliver had 
cloſed a high eulogium on the laws and 
conſtitutien of his country, 8&6! and was 
pluming himſelf on the expectation of as 
high a/ploydir from his auditorʒ che Em- 
peror'of Brobdingnag coolly tells _— 


r 


r own 


0 I cannot but conelude (from ye 
ſhewing) the bulk of your natives to be 
* the moſt pernicious' race of little odious 


| * vermin, that nature ever ſuffered to 


Fe TO | * crawl 


= TT 


« crawl) euere che ſurface of the earth.” 
* war, we eee eee 
our heavy een ae not „. 
— wood. bn e e JO SEO FH 2; 


Le ets | : 
STS EK, 5 


wr? oo % - IN 00 f 


May the gth, we eee 
30398. latitude, and in 5 ; oO f W. 
and longitude from the Cape only 85 0 
W. Wen ate now well convinced our 
azimuth compaſs. is defective, and thereby 
| loſe a very eſſemtial guide in our longitude 
and nothing remains for us, but keeping 
a goed reckoning, and a good lob. uc when 
we ſuſpect ourſclves/ near land. 


4 [ 101 4 


eee in hopes that after . | 
| ll to tho eaſtward, we ſhould: have 
convinced us we had a furious after«ſcore 
to account for. The 8th and gth the 
— 
by degrees to a hard gale, continuing be- 
tween the N. and N. W. ſoon raiſed an 
ende mb ea, obliged us to lower our yards 
upon deck, and lay the veſſel to under a 
cloſs-reef'd mainſail, moſt part of tlie 
oth, and until the evening of the 10th, 
when'the wind coming weſterly, and the 
ſea falling, we were able to get our yards 
overhead, and make ſail again, and went 
cheerly on our courſe, me wind at W. S. W. 
I G 3 5 e n 
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and at the rate of 5 and 6 knots an hour. 
5 It is the opinion of every ſeaman on 
board, that no veſſel before us ever en- 
countered ſuch a gale and ſuch 4 ſcen as 
our laſt, in the ſame latitude, ſo much to 
the weſtward of the Cape. Thus you ſee 


; what lucky _ we are H n bat dd rien 


- have ſometimes reflected, that if e 
doftrine of the exiſtence of god and evil 
geniuſes in the government of ſublunary 
tranſactions, have any real foundation in 
nature, what a * job our good genius 
muſt have had, to keep us thus long above 
water! ſhe muſt be a fine obinate perſe- 
vering wench, for [moſt certainly our evil 
pc has Oe: her, to her utmoſt 


exertions; 


10 


exertions;/ but © hitherto the may ſing | 
victoria! Whether there is any difference 
of ſex in cheſe imaginary beings, is out 
of my power to determine, but I reſolved : 
to give our good genius the feminine gender, | 
as being the only. oye of all n is 


1 


amiable and wor auen, eines; e t 


Webvxepav, May 18, 17 57 


Ep N. 58 W. diſtance 133 miles. 
4 75 per Obſer. 5 165 06 Se | 


16 10 


; 


= Per account. | 
Long. made 25 ws, 2 21 39 W. 
e d er rh eee e 


From the Cape of Goo Hops. 


5 92 
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I have the pleaſure of ſaluting you this 
day from the latitude of the iſland of St. 


Helena, 


<a 
rr 
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— for which we have kept a look- 


out at the maſt-head, although we i n 


2 ourſelves two degrees to the weſtward of 


it. The 13th we found ourſelves within 
the tropic, and had made 29 41" Weſt 
longitude: from the Cape; enjoying the 


| fineſt 8. E. trade that mortals ever ſailed | 
with. The cat and kittens may now 
| range ad libitum, and practiſe their gam- 
bols without moleſtation, or being curſed 


for kicking up a gale, Superſtition avaunt ! 
and welcome univerſal harmony and con- 
tent. I have gone th rough a freſher trade, 
but never ſo delightful a one. Since the 

Toth to this day at noon, we have run by 5 


the log twelve hundred and fifteen miles 
Without the wind varying more than a 


35115 | N | a point, 


wt} 


a point, or being obliged to take in a ſingle 
fail. The (charming. let me call her) 
Syren, all this while has carried her 
ſquare-ſail, top- f. all, topgallant-ſail; ſtebr- 
ing-ſails. ſtarboard and larboard, aloft, 

and below; f. pritſail, and ſpritfail-topſail; | 
ſo that at no great diſtance, ſne muſt 


appear like a large bird on wing, for her 
hull muſt be nearly iI bl. The pro- 
8 kibitin g our touching at St. Helena, was a 

curious ſpecimen of genuine Bengal po- 
litics; it is more than probable we ſhall be 
picked up by ſome French privateer, for 
we can only rum für it; and if the Delawar 
mould be diſpatched late in March, 

which I judge will be the caſe, the odds 


are two to one ths: does not —— ER | 


paſſage 


paſſage this: x ſeaſon; and thus | the Com- 
pany may be deprived of knowing the 0 
real Late of their affairs at Bengal this 
year. To guard againſt which, common 
ſenſe would have char ged us with a ſepa- 
5 rate or duplicate letter to the Company, b 
. - to be left at, and 4 forwarded from st. 


— — — 


Helena by ſome | ſhip under good convoy. 
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Rejoice with me, that I am again upon i 
my legs, after long ſuffering, and appre- 
henſion of ſcorbutic diſorders, ariſing from 


—— —ñ— —— — 22 * 


4] 
8 
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be 19. ee tients 


(4-8 © SUNDAY, May 20, 177. 
Courſe N. 27 W. Diſtance 114 miles. | 
Lat. per Obſ. - o o0///; 


Il; | | : ; | "Tt. per account - 00 O2 N. 

— 19 | | "Long: W 5 59 W. 
| i 46D. CO TITS 25 59 

— 1 From the ISLAND of AsckxsTOx. 


L 


This day, juſt ſixteen weeks from the 
pilot leaving eus, I have the inexpreſſible 9 


felicity of greeting you from this northern * 
hemiſphere; having at noon croſſed the 
equinoctial, 1 hope for the laſt time. My b 
laſt addreſs 5 L-think, was under date the” 
18th in the latitude of St. Helena; the adh 
we made the Iſland of Aſcenſion, 
diſtant about 8 leagues, and took a freſh 


at noon 


departure. You will recollect that the 2d 
of May, we took a freſh departure from 
_ the Cape, and notwithſtanding our being 
checked in our career for three or four 
5 days, ſoon after, we have made our paſ- D 


ſage to the line in 27 days. — Hell run, 
** Miſt Hrn. 6 


On 


: on paſing \ſcenfic ho ago wels 
. yearned moſt exceedingly 1 a carnal com- 
5 BEL munication with its delicious inhabitants; 

11 Imagination unn to me eee 


ere me not; there's cut an come' hin, 
\ but alas! the pleaſing viſion vaniſhed Ike 
| A a dream As caterer, 1 thought it a duty 
ineumbent on me to repreſent that” our 
hogs were reduced to ſkin and bone, and 
meaſely into the bargain; that mutton and 
gooſe, and gooſe and mutton, were all the 
live ſtock we had had to feed on for fome 
time paſt; that a few meals on turtle would 
be a falutar! 
pleaſing bit of variety; that the 


and neceſſary, as well as "a 


| __ be ſent aſhore to turn a few, and 
bring 


{ 9 J 


bring them off, with very little loſs of 
time; and that I ſhould take ſpecial care 


to prevent their being capable of telling 


tales; but all my remonſtrances proved 


fruitleſs. Capt. King, on whom alone 


permiſſion reſted, proved too conſcienti- 


it would amount to 


breach. of orders; never. was conſtruction 
ſo injurious to our common- wealth; 1 


hated him A little heartily, for 48 hours 


9 the 1 15 inſtant every thing has 
worn a pleaſing countenance;. our Satur- 
day night's - concerts and carouſals have 


again taken place; grimalkin and her 


kittens, Moggy and Peggy, now romp 
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1 85 endeavours and-{kill, even to 


[mol] 


and. range without 6 5 and have at 


| times no ſmall ſhare in our converſationes; 
eyen I can venture now and then to ſay 


We have a pleaſant gale, without being 


accuſed of | bunting the wind. I believe I 
have before, ſome where or other, inti- 


mated, that never was old virgin more 


ſuperſtitious than a true-bred ſailor. 


1 ; * 5 
1 # 'Y 1 fon x $ - j 
#0) * . « 7 * ro Ky ot > 


All our ſick people are recovered, and 
again upon deck; although I have had large 


practice, my hand has been ſo much out, 


I have not yet been able, with my utmoſt | 


I one man 


in the courſe of the voyage; indeed for 
this, 1 believe, the people are ſomething 
5 obliged to chen friend Doctor Gray, Who 


had 


» i ; * 


a taken ſpecial care I Hold have but 
| very little amimunitions.. 4 47 Mts e 
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04440 27,077 SUNDAY, June 12, 1757. 

Courſe N. 43 W. diſtance 114 miles. 
Lat. Per obſ. 78 5 a ; 14. 1 N 

| — per account 1. TS 

Long. r made - Hes - x5 W. 
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In the latitude of 6 N. we fell! in with 
5 the north-eaſt trade, but (until that pe- 
riod) it is hardly poffble to deſcribe to 


you the baſe weather we have had to en- 


counter even from paſſing the Line; con 
| tinual rains, filthy calms, enormous ſwells, 
and heavy atmoſpheres; our N. E. trade 


— 


but 
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[ 212 ; ] 
but ſcant, ſeldom more favourable than 


N. N. E. or N. E. by N. ſo that our courſe 


has been more weſterly than otherwiſe 


it would have been; and what makes bad 
worſe | is, that not only the variation, but 
| thelce-way'ls againſt us; we are to-day in 


the latitude of the Cape de Verd iſlands, 


bot by our reckoning ſome 5 or 6 degrees 5 


to the weſtward- of them. 7 The Syren 
goes through the trade better than we ex- 


pected; by trimming her about ſix tons to 


windward, ſhe keeps her ſides up to it - 
pretty well; andi in ſmooth water we drive 
her fix knots cloſe upon a wind: It is true 

me runs her lee gunwall under water, but 


we have been ſo accuſtomed to ſee all of 


her under water, wg never mind bis trifle ; 
but 


but her kat; is FP great, and her motion FA 
quick, and continual, there is no ſetting 


one foot before the other, or pen to Paper; 
Thave been an hour and half waiting for 


1 21 ED hee Ta 


flatches to write the above, 


| in June 1 wh. 54 WI 
pen down yeſterday, I little thought 1 
ſhould have matter to addreſs you again fo 
Kon; 1 and upon an even keel oo. 


to-day we diſ covered our maſt Jprung about 


two feet above "the purtners, and another 
rent from the Partners downward quite to 
Ie hee! of the maſt, which ſeems to be di- 
vided one third through, the ſeparated patt 
having a motion up and down of an inch; 


we immediately ſhortened fail, got 1 in our 


n I laid my 


At noon 


„ | main- 
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EY oh and ſecured, the hs in the | 
crutch, which are ren dered uſeleſs 8, we fear, 
; or. the remainder of the voyage. The 
: rent and ſeparated park below the partners 
carry the appearance of an old de fel, in 
the opinion of the learned on board. We 
have clapped on four ſtrong wooldings zound 
1 che maſt, two above and two below the 
partners; and are this evening jogging on 
again, under the ſquare-ſail and top: ſal, 
which the, maſt ſeems to bear very well 5 
but under this fail ſhe does not lie /o near 
the wind by a point and half. | You will 
7 recollect, that ſomewhere or er in this % 
15 hodge- podge, or Olio Podrida of mine, I 
growled at the heavy Sr and rigging ; 


over head; but here again I was wrong; 


ĩahate ver 


1 * 


whatever is, is right; for it was theſe ſub- 


ſtantial ſhrouds which ſaved the maſt to 


. the eaſtward. of the onde from being 
brooght TY the | 


* * a * 


881 have the pleaſure- to inform you, to- 


2 day our trade inclines well eaſterly, a happy 


Circumſtance, or in all likelihood we ſhould 


-have been driven a cod-fiſhing on the 
banks of Newfoundland: But, alas! no 
pleaſure in this tranſitory ſyſtem of ours is 


of long continuance, but is perpetually 


daſhed with ſome afflicting alloy or other. 


This day we unhappily loſt one of our 
meſſmates over-board—poor ill-fated gri- 
| malkin, faithful companion, and ſharer 
in our joys and griefs, and frequent ſource 
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Ji and hand of failor 


TE. 1 
to us of joke and mirth: Where ſhall my 
pen find language meet to celebrate the 
many tranſcendant beauties of thy mind 
and perſon? Thy maternal care and an- 
 Kiety, not only to ſubſiſt, but train thy - 
young! 4; Thy courage adyenturous [ that 
even brayed the ſea's and tempeſt's rage, 


ill more tremendous! . 
: | Ih} ſearch of food, for thy helpleſs and 
hungry offspring thy ſprightly gambols 
—thy beauteous ſymmetry—thy ermine 
white—thy glowing red, which made 
Aurora bluſh—thy black, than jet more 
clear and brilliant ;—for three revolving 
days will I lament thy fate, diſaſtrous and 
) \cadden, and ſing a requiem to thy depart- 


cd ſhade,—Sancho's aſs, when loſt, never 


meerited 


E 
merited lamentations more than our puis 
Th! what a tumble from my flilts! Is it 
poſſible to believe what follows? Theſe 
- unnatural children, Miſs Peggy and Miſs 


Moggy, have not ſhed one tear on this 
melancholy occaſion, nor made the leaſt 


| enquiries after their indulgent parent, but | 
are as uſual romping from morning until 8 0 
night, as if no uch diſaſter had happened. 1 | 


li 


Mopar, June 20, 1757. 
8 courſe N. 29 W. diſtance 87 miles, | 
Lat. per Obſer. - 27* 46 N. 1 
5 per account . 27 „ 
W 0 3 W. | 
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This is the 1 of the fatal, | 
cataſtrophe. of the Black-Hole, therefore 4 


you may eaſily conceive what bene! my me- 
citations take at this period; —a period! | 


which, during my exiſtence under this, 5 
Firm, 1 will dedicate to SOLEMN SADNESS, 


and to the effuſions of a grateful heart. „ 


I have already expoſed to you my weak 
and imperfect talents in rhime; you ſhall 


now have a further expoſition of them in 


Blank verſe, as being more e to the 


aweful e 


f 4. Sea, June 1757. 


Omniſcient! aweful! eternal Gov! 
Thou ſource of light, omnipotent|! ſupreme! 
Deign, with gracious and attentive ear, 


| To hearken unto thy ſuppliant $ voice; 


Wha 


Who proſtrate bends before thy mercy-ſeat, 
Off ring, with thoughts ſubmiſſive and ſincere, | 
The humble tribute of a thankful heart, 

For all thy bleſſings; manor _ gu? 5 


Preſs a with the ſenſe of thy 1 8950 goodneſs, 
And of my own demerits conſcious, = 
| Where fhall my grateful; fearful tongue begin, 
In language meet, to celebrate thy name? 
Beneficent! merciful! oreat! and good! 
Thy hand auſpicious crown'd my labours 
With proſperous iſſue, affluence ſweet; 
Rais d me to honours, and important truſt; 
And though, for purpoſes to Tree beſt known, 
Thou lately, in thy diſpleaſure, didſt permit 
: Myſelf and others, thy unhappy OTE 5 
(Unhappy chiefly i in thy diſpleaſure) 


* 


To be involved in ſufferings and ruin; 


Yet was thy gracious arm, puiſſant! 8 

My ſhield and ſuccour in the day of battle, 
And i in that night of horrors | (which never 
ones = | wn 


Yet had ſemblance auel in mortal ana) | 


: Thou „ with piteous eye, benevolent! 


Beheld my trials, beyond human 3 3 

Gav'ſt me in charge to thy angelic band; 

Withheld my impious hand, uplifted, 

Impell'd, to act of deſperation! _ 

Shot through my ſqul a gleam of hope, No Ks 
Amidſt the horrid gloom, and houſe of death, 
And taught my heart reliance on thy pow'r: _ 


Then, oh deed miraculous! ſtupendous! 


| Rais'd this fall'n, inanimated frame, 
From dead to life, renew d and ſtrange! 
'Whilſt the hapleſs multitude, around me, Fea 

Fell wretched victims to deaths moſt grievous. | 


Ar 8 0 CES infinite ns juſt! 91 
Haſt thus been pleas'd to raiſe this lifeleſs clay 


Once more to feel exiſtence, toil, and care, 


Be this Thy act, an earneſt, gracious | 
Omen beatific! of that futurs 
Reſurrection, glorious! happy! 


„ 


When my longing ſoul ſhall be exalted, 
And = ; oy Turn, to life eternal, | 


Let not my a 3 conſe to 4a dd praiſe, 


But ſtill, whilſt thought and memory exiſt, 
Record thy mercies, ſubſequent, and great! 


Io lawleſs pow'r and tyranny a prey, 7 Nv 


Shackled with chains, lot ignominious ol | 
In loathſome priſon caſt, expos'd, the ſcorn 
Of wretches vile, and void of human pity; 
Bereaved of health, life's chiefeſt comfort ; 
Of liberty deprived; thy firſt, thy 
Greateſt gift, ineſtimable! to man; 

In one fatal inauſpicious hour, 
Deſpoil'd of worldly acquiſitions, 

The fruits of labour, care, anxiety, 

For more than full twice ten revolving ſuns; | 
F orlorn and wretched i in ſupreme degree; 
Stripp'd of all hope but in thy aid divinel 
Hopes not unavailing, affiance ſure, 0 
When 
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' When 3 * contrite heart, and perfect faith 


In Thy Almighty power, and ready will; „ 
Sacred truth, in me exemplify d; 


Who felt thy ſaving hand, warne. . 5 | 


| Avert the tyrant's and oppreſſor s ſword, 
From my devoted and defenceleſs head. 


IT Thy preſence, with aſpect mild and gentle, 
Preſer d my enfecbled mind, clate in hope; 


| , Thy arm redeem'd my embarraſs'd feet 


FP rom fetters infamous, diſgraceful, vile! 
And health and ſmiling liberty reſtor'd 


To uy fad, ſinking, and ae frame. 


Ty power, O great an gopp d not cher, 


Extenſive unbounded! as thy mercy, 


To us thy creatures, though unmeriting. 


Thoſe thy attributes, inexhauſtible ! 
Purſues my trackleſs paths, advent rous! 
| Over the face of the tremendous deep, 


/ 


Ever 


Ex 


2 3 6 
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"IM fraught: and pregnant with diſaſters, 125 
And perils great and unavoidable. 5 "Thi 
'Gainſt which man's art, preſumptuous and v vain, | | 
Would prove defence inefficacious, A 
Wikio thy hand inviſible, e fure, 
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Amidſt FI rock of ett ſevere! 15 


| Enormous ſeas! and winds t 
Thy Providence ſuſtain'd the lab'r ring bark, 


| (Alone unequal to the doubtful ftrife) 
Which roſe, upheld by ſecret impulſe, - 
And buoyin hard hen 


* 
* =, Mi Ws = 
y * , * * * HE 
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ſt's utmoſt rage! 


Sonbar, June 26, 187. 
Courſe N. 6 W. Diſtance 86 miles, 
Lat. per Obſ. === * 44 

— per account - - == 31 41 N. 


Long. Ee — 24 04 W. | Wit 
N. D. 8 2 — 23 20 4 - | . 1 


From the 10 of AsckxsIo -r. : ._ 


Twenty 


4 


Twenty tedious weeks: this morning 3 
from the pilot, we are now in the latitude, 
| where 'We may hourly expect to fall 10 
with ſhips either going to or coming from | 


the Weſt-Indies; ; and they may prove 


French, as well as Engliſh; conſequently 
it is not at all improbable, but that a ſtop 
may be ſoon put to my Teribling ; there- 
fore the judgment will be, to make the 


moſt of the time I am ſure of: Our maſt 
| holds up well, as we favour it; but ſhould 
we be obliged to preſs the ſloop with fail, 


I fear we ſhould make a bad hand i in run- 


ning for it. As we fell in unuſually early 
with the N. E. trade, we fell out of it as 
early; for it gave us the /lip the 2oth, 


(fatal ominous day, when I was ſo near 


Siipping 


T mw ] 


fipping my own wind) under 28 degrees 
of N. latitude; ſince when, until this day, 
we have met with little better than cruel 
calms, 


Our ſituation on the Abc does not | 
wear a pleaſing aſpect; our people 4 - 5 
: falling down with the ſcurvy, and we 


. abaft not intirely free from it: within this 


week we have thrown our boatſwain, and 
his mate, overboard; death has all the game 
in bis ol hands, for 1 have had no ammu- 


; nition,” no powder, ball, or other inte | 


weapons, for theſe twenty days paſt. 


| All our live ſtock expended, except four 


- ſmall ſheep and ten geeſe; fo that if we 


meet 


| [+ oo : * 


meet vichany continuance of bad BETTY 
our people will be all aſſuredly down; ; and 
we abaft ſnall be reduced to the woeful 1 
alternatives, of hard ſalt beef, and harder ; 

labour, during the reſt of the voyage. 
Moſt wnluckily for our. poor people, they 
have had but one meal of freſh fiſh ſince 


we have been at ſea. Ff 


.  SarunDAY, 70 2, 1757. 5 ” 
5 Courſe N. 5 E. diſtance 164 a. 
"= "Lat: per WL Se 27 N. 
E per account . — 40 39 
Long. made - 19 53 W. 
N. D. 85 — 3355 21 O4. 


Frein the IsLanD of Ascansion, | 5 


e the and of Corvo (if in being) 
to bear of us E. * 8. diſtant 5 5 leagues, 


85 | <- we 


[ 287 N | 


we conclude we are well clear of the nor- 
thernmoſt of the Azores, or Weſtern iſlands, 


and may ſay we have turned the loft. corner; 3 
£ ſteering N. E. by E. with what the ſailors 
call a feezor at W. N. W. which runs us 


nine knots an hour. The ſeas here not 


quite all one brother come, with thoſe we 
encountered eaſtward of the Cape, but 
they are moſt certainly at leaſt t couſins | 


of them: the veſſel has to- day Fetched ſome 
heavy and deep rolls, which made us all, 


like ſo many French men, ſqueeze up our 


ſhoulders for the dreaded fate of our poor 
| maimed maſt; for wy Venus, ; (the only oath 
a ſeaman ſhould. ever ſwear) if that goes 


overboard, we ſhall all go merrily alon 8 


with it; for it would be rude, if not cruel, 


to 
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4: „ 
to let it go by itſelf, after it has ſo long 
kept; us company; but jokin 8 apart, hither- 
to all is well —and Tagain aſſert the Syren, 
for her fle, i is the fineſt ſea-boat that ever 
ſwam upon the falt ſeas, as the jacks ſay. 
In m y next 1 hope to inform you we are 
5 | Nanding in for ſome Britiſh port. In ſome 
of my ſpeculative moods, comparing ſmall 
thin gs with great, I cannot help applying 
, to myſelf, and to my late and preſent for- 
tunes, the reply which the Oracle returned 
to n ee 


1 


« «For a8 inder nil 8 
The fury of the angry rides; 2 
« So thou from high waves, unhurt, ſhall ever 


bound; FE 
0 * Always toff, but never drown d. 7 


. bs  SUXDAY, 


£ 4 4 i 
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| Suxvay, Jah 10, 1757. 


8 Courſe N. 89 E. Diſtance wm miles. 5 
5 | | Lat, per obſerv. - 25 - - 46 42 N. 

: | — per account = === - i 42 
by Lon. made (or backer nnn. 3 19 W. 


Dios tote RY ob. { 


From the ISEAND of AsckNS ION. 


1 
% 


L atm no ſtoick; therefore I may be allow- 
ed the liberty of growling a little; for this 
18 the fourth day we have been held by the 
noſe, by a cruel N. E. and caſterly winds, 
ſeverely cold, as if it was the depth of 


winter: if the winds continue much 
longer i in theſe points of the compaſs, we 
ſhall be obliged either to ſtand back to the 
ſouthward and weſtward, or to run into 
| 1 5 a 


[ 130 . 


\ 


the very jaws. of the French privateers 

from Breſt, and the Bay of Biſcay; on 
the whole, our proſpects are truly alarm- 
ing; one poor little ſheep breathes yet, and 
his life is ſpared, from the ſame political 
principle of tendrrneſs, which preſerves the 


barren country of ſome petty ſtate, to wit, 
its not being worth the taking. We have 


not, as yet, fallen in with a ſquadron, 


or a ſingle veſſel of any nation whatſo- 
ever; which makes us conclude the war is 


hot and general, althou gh poſſibly we may | 


more juſtly attribute it to our being ſome | 


degrees weſtward of our reckoning; which, 
I believe, is commonly the caſe 1 in theſe 
long runs. Thus at home, as it were, 


to be checked in our career, is a. moſt ; 


mortifying g 


e 


mortifying ſtate. Avaunt, reflection! it 


yields no alleviation - I will have recourſe 


again to the muſes, and expoſe myſelf to 


5 you a third time, by tranſeribing a Jeu 


d"Efprit, which I compoſed on board the 
flying Lapwing, anno 1750, Capt. Francis | 


Cheyne, commander, when 1 returned to 


England, after full twenty years abſence 


from it. We left the Ganges late in Sep- 
tember, and landed at Margate in March; 
Captain William Egerton, Mr. Samuel 


Rooper, and Mr. Thomas Jones, my fel- 


a low . 


- ke to the Eaofi-Indi es. 5 


C 
Deprived by fate of fortune's equal grace, 
| And anxious to ſhun the abject ſtate 
Of irkſome and abhorred dependance; 
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Io at noe ro Iva rRas 


on 


The darling object of our plighted vows. 


7 9 


Inclement ; our elaſtick nerves unſtrung, 
0 | 3 j : | F 5 


We quit our native hd our parents, friends, 
And what $ perhaps ſtill nearer to our heart, 


In queſt of hop'd for affluence we roam; 
Tha occan's; vaſt expanſe, tremendous! 


F carleſs, we attempt; dreading nought ſo much 1 


As biting penury; unhappy lot, 
Oftimes of virtue, unregarded, loſt; 


Whilſt fortune's favourites, a worthleſs band, 


Encompaſs'd Joyous with-1 the ſweets of life, 
Sufanen quaff, and _waſte the Jycund hours. 


LO 


Mean while, happy esp the various 


Hazards of the unfathomable deep! 
Rocks, quickſands, tempeſts, ſhoals, inviſible, 


The lawleſs rover, fire, leaks, —direful train! 


_ Gladſome we deſery from far the coaſt of Ind, 
Amidſt whoſe ſcorching climes, our hapleſs Fe: 
| Suſtains a long and anxious ſojourn, 


Our 


Tf 


2 


0s woke cata able, dl 
Each fibre's former vigor, ſtrength, relax 4, 
"RAE oy in their fainreſt tracts, . 


1 when Phutus tulde ten times bath run 
His annual courſe, deſervd ſucceſs, 
Which ever waits on virtuous labour, 


1 „ 


Smiles propitious, and meets our wiſhes; „ 


vet at this period, how few there are 

Can deign to move in humble ſphere content, 
Though bleſs'd with independant affluence; 
Baleffil avarice, thirſt for ſomething more, 
Suppreſs the inward calls of country, friends; 
Till our exhauſted ſtrength and Jpirits fail, 
And our enfeebled carcaſe fills a prey 

To dire diſeaſe, and death's remorſeleſs dart 
Inerrible! ere half our courle 1 is run. 


| Others, of remperat wiſdom fray d. 


Which lady to human kappineſs ſirens) 
|  Maturely 


Maturely ponderating every ill, 

| Inevitable, which attends the ſearch 

Of wealth accumulated (ſearch ſtill endleſs 0 
Preferring tranquil life, with humble means, 
Reſolve to explore their native land once more; 
| Urg'd perhaps by filial piety, 5 
Or other tender ſprings, which time, nor ſpace, 
Could ever weaken in the faithful breaſt. 

Let now, though fix d in our reſolves, we end 
The mind (accuſtom'd by a long abode) 
Reluctant, and with anxious ſorrow, _ 
Breaks through the bands of various attack 
Of friendſhip, long cemented, and ſincere; 
Of love, myſterious, pleaſing power! 

Taſks, difficult, unſurmountable, 

Did not auſpicious reaſon, urgent, 

: Propel, and 1 our "Oe PR. . 


The aeſtin'd bark, whilom, for ſpeed renown'd, 

Adventurous we climb, our hearts clate 
: With diſtant protect of our native iſle; _ 
| | | ny | 


W 


Ganges' accumulated ſands we paſs, 
Whilſt gentle breezes fill our ſwelling ſails; 
Onward we preſs, and leave at diſtant view 
Palmira's point, Oriſa s lofty hills; 
Traverſing Tel elinga s opulent coaſt, 
Tranſient we view with ſoul aggriev a, 
The hapleſs favourite ſeat of commerce; 
So late from daring hoſtile hands reſum'd ;* 
St. David's fortreſs next we joyous greet, 
The laſting ſcene of war's deſtructive ſway: - 
Here we hold a ſhort but pleaſii ng ſojourn; 
Nor quit its walls 1 mg a riſing ſigh. 


Ceylon, renown's i in Indian fiery; Te 0 ; 
We next eſſay; and, tireſome, quit the view 
Of its aſpiring aromatick hills; 

Currents unpropitious, winds ad verſe, 
Henceforward our deſtin'd courſe retard; 
Tedious time, a leaden e array'd, 


 * Madras juſt ranſomed. 1 
EE Brooding 


1256 1 


8 unknown events, 8 to move 
1 fad and ſemen e unccuth and oy. 


ft 


tine > „ hours 8 
Diverſely, we relax the thoughtful mind; 


E Sometimes the royal Eaſtern game ſuperbl* " 5 
8 (Alone ſecluding chance, precarious) Et: 
With deep deſign we fondly meditate; 


The chequer'd plain, i in oppoſite. array, 

: Embattled ſtands, and ſlaughter dire! 8 f : mm. 
= When lo! midſt deepeſt ſtratagems, : and wiles, - 
The agitated bark oblique deſcends, . 19 5 


And all is chaos and confuſion! | : 
Kings, Cent'nels, Biſhops, Queens, and Knight 1 
1 5 o erthrown, 33 


And blended in a heap, miſcuous: 1 | in * 


l 


| Happy echte for UM 1 whoſe King Ahn d. 


ot fo, to revly whoſe — ® 1 


Knights victorious! thin he eh field. 


1 5 J 


In books amuſing next we ſeck relief; 
Or elſe in calm ſearch of uſeful knowledge, 

Deep, intenſe, we bend the labouring thought; 3 

Fruitleſs attempt! the gloomy ſoul, oppreſs d, 
| Brooks hut 1 attention 8 ficady chain. 

The human frame, requiring recent wy 
Sweet, ſalutifergus! our cloſe confine | 
Precipitate we quit, and glad retire, 

From whence (amidſt tumultuous ſeas) 
The cheerful light is oft ſecluded thut,* 


\ N \ 


. And ſtagnate air, with horrid influence, 


Infectious, fills the endarken'd ſpace, 
as _— of 158 5 W hg rage! 


The boiſt rous deck, whilow ſerene and "I 
Anxious we aſcend; where all around, 

Th embattl d elements, with danger pda,” | 
Hold an WN dreadful! 


C The dead ce of the cabin ſhut in for fificen days. 


Awhile 


5 


Awhile we ambulate, with thoughtful | 22500 
When ſtraight : a ruſhing wave, enormous! 
O'erwhelms us, and inſtant impels our ſteps, 

RE; dripping, t to our dark abode. * 


Tubus with viciſſitudes, tireſome, perplex d, 
Four tedious moons, near on elaps' d e 
; Exulting! ve deſcry the ſouthern coaſt 
Of Africk's fruirful ſpacious continent, 
Within whoſe view, midſt winds tempeſtuous, 


And agitated ſeas, we long are toſs'd; 
Boreas and Zephyrus combining, 
With ſtrength united, fierce! impede our way; 
The undulating waves, with force redoubled 
And continu'd fury, laſh the lab' ring bark. 


| Mean while, our ſteady chief, experienc'd, 

For ever car ful, vigilant, and bold, 5 
Exerts his a 
Secure we reſt, and hope for happier climes. 


mature; on him relying, 


191. 


Alt length, relenting Zephyrus, ſmiling, 
5 Indulgent, with Auſter's force combining, 
Africk's Cape we double, and leave aggriev'd 
Irs healthful viands, herbage, far behind. 
Joyful, next we gain the wiſh'd for region, 
Where Yullurnus holds his ſteady reign; 
With force enervate, our opening fails, | 
He ſcarcely fills, and heavily propels 
Our tedious way; the ſouth temp'rate Zone 
We ſlowly quit; and now the ſhaggy goat 
Cœleſtial ſign, the ſouthern limits 
Of the torrid zone, once more we paſs, — 
Though here amidſt Vulturnus cooling breeze, 
It well may loſe its dreaded ſultry name. 


St. Helen's healthful iſle next moves our hopes, 


W hich, twice eight days elaps d from Africk's cape, _ 


With joy we view, and in idea taſte 5 
Its various and refreſhing produce; 
For now, by long ſojourn on Neptune's realms, 


_- 


Barren 
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- - Riſing ſtupendous o'er th' approaching bark 
Till with aſpiring head it dares the clouds, 
With horrible and ſteep aſcent! 2 
Its rocky ſides, like one continued calx, 


„„ 


Barren and waſte, our hartafs'd tens depreſs d, 
Impatient wait the wholeſome ſweet repaſts 
of catth's reſtorative, fruitful boſom. 


As nearer we explore che long'd-for if] „ 
With horror we ſurvey its craggy form! 


Diſtaſteful ſtrikes, and looks the dire effect 
Of gen'ral ſpoil and conflagration. Fo 
Now cloſer ſtill we coaſt its barren ſhores, 
And as we paſs, we ſcan with needful eye. 


e ſeveral lines, and platforms terrific! 


Conſtructed to repel th' invading foe. 

/ Barns, Banks, Ruperts, Mundens,* we deſery, 

And op ning Chapel Vale, we moor the labour d 
| at 
bark; 

From thence, a hy ſeene, theatrical, 


: The various Anion 


3 


Strike horror 


; L 141 1 
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Attracts the eye, and. urges nearer contact. 
The bark, with ſpeed. i impatient, we deſcend, 
And ply with eager. force the lab ring oar, 
"To reach the diſtant foaming beach, 

And gain with per lous leap the craggy ſhore, 
Whereon the reſtleſs waves, impetuous, 
Inceſſant, daſh their briny heads ſuperb, 


And with reſurge, tumultuous and fierce, 
iſmay on all around!“ 


Nor can the pitying muſe her ſtrain purſue, 


Without the tribute of a ſigh ſincere, 


For Roe and Barry, thy diſaſtrous fates, f 


| Who, thoughtleſs of approaching deſtiny, 
Were hence, with headlong inatch'd, the 


ſport | 
Of rocks, and waves relentleſs, 


Alternate daſh'd from each to other, 


"ag 
* 
p 
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Till their harraſs'd ſouls, no longer able 


This was in January. 
t Two moſt worthy and excellent foramen drowned 


To 


wk 
To animate their * corps, 
Reluctant wing their flight; till hov' ring 
In ſocial, ſad, and melancholy mood, 
_ Or their late abode, hapleſs and forſaken, 
Which thus of funereal rights debarr'd, 
Sink, and are loſt, amidſt th' abyſs profound. £ 
; Domeſtick griefs here ſtopp'd the Muſe's courſe. 


80 much for Doggerel, 1 will not diſ- 
grace the art ſo much as to give it the 
title of Poetry. But it 18 time I deſcend 
to plain proſe, reaſſume my ſubject, and 
put a cloſe to my Journal ; believing, that 
by this time you are pretty well tired, but 


if you are not, I am moſt abundantly. 5 
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7 Faipav, July 15, 1757. 5 

: Courſe N. 62 E. diſtance 69 miles. El 
Lat. per Obſer. 8 47 43 N. 

1 per account - — 48 16 
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Long. made 


From the [5LAND of ASCENSION, 


Whinafical has been our circumſtances | _ © 
2 ſince I wrote laſt, which 1 think was the 

I ith inſtant in the evening; the next 

| morning we made three ſail to windward of 

us, one of which gave chaſe to windward, 

and the other two bore down upon us. 

You may imagine we were in no ſmall 

. buſtle, out ſpying-glaſſes immediately: you 

may gueſs at our panick, when Captain 


King 


— IEP rey" ge Sms ep Ct 


King declared, he knew the neareſt to us 
was a Frenchman by the cut of her fails " 
but he ſoon reverſed our feelings by aver- 


ring, the other was an Engliſh man "o- 


war; the proved the Lancaſter, command- 
ed by Commodore Edgcombe; the other, a 
prize ſhe had taken the week before; the 


third, which gave chaſe to windward, was 


T 


the Chicheſter, You may conceive our 


7 glee at finding things thus. a Capt. King 


went on board the Commodore, urged 3 in | 


| the ſtrongeſt terms the importance of the 
advices we were charged with, and preſſed 
| hard to be convoyed into port; the reply > 
Was, he could not leave his ſtation, being 
- ordered to wait there for the Turkey fleet, 
" but oe: if we kept with him until he 


| Joined 


[ 45 * 


Joined the Chicheſter, he would fte us 
well to the northward, and bloß ſend the 


Chicheſter 1 in with us. 


We ſtood to the weſtward all the night 
of the 12th in ſearch of the Chicheſter, 


but ſhe not appearing, the Commodore 
ſtood all the morning of the 1th to the 


northward with us; but at four in the 
afternoon, ſeeing a fail, he chaſed to the 
8. B. until eight at night, when he hailed 


us, and adviſed us to make the beſt of our 


way to the channel, as he ſhould ſtand to | 


the ſouthward, in hopes of ſpeakin g with 


the chace in the morning. T hus we loſt 


near two days of fair wind, (which came 


about to the northward and weſtward the 


1 * 12th) 


= — x * — Boefti —— — — 
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> Sem 0 A led this aroll nike chace 
out of our way; and left, as we had been 


before, under the convoy of chance, after 


having received the comfortable intelligence 5 


that the ſea was covered with the n 8 


privatcers from Uſhant to . 


ee. a one bat e form 


or other, is the ruling paſſion; which leads 


| and biaſſes the actions and ſentiments of 


all mankind: upon this principle, I have © 
not the ſmalleſt doubt, but that every in- 
dividual on board the Lancaſter wiſhed 


us, and our important di ;ſpatches, at the 


bottom, when they found themſelves diſ- 
appointed of a ſuppoſed certain prize; for 


we led them a dance to the northward, 


with 


A 


% 


: Fw k 


ich all the fail we could venture to crowd 


upon our maimed maſt, until they came 
5 within ea * us, and a ſhot t brought 


us to. #4 ) e Xe ie © # 
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But gratitude now bids me declare the be- 


| nefits we received from our late interview. 


Here follows a liſt of the Commodore's 
+ bounties:—A. f WIE ſheep, ſome fine 


ſalad, a precious ham, two turkeys, and ſix 


fowls; a bag of freſh bread, a moſt noble 


fiſh, (don t. miſtake me) put upon our maſt 


by his carpenter, which enabled us in 


future to carry our main- ſail; and to cloſe 
the gracious catalogue, a caſk of good 


beer. But let me not forget a particular 


favour done to myſelf; all that remained 


© —- to 


ſf 8 1] 


to me; of the general-wreck of Calcutta, to 
begin the world anew with, was about the 

amount of ſix hundred pounds ſterling in 
gold duſt; this the Commodore moſt po- 
litely took charge of, (and delivered to my 
order when he returned into port from his | 
cruiſe) an event which made me as gay as Z 
a lark, for now 4 trip to France would 
not have affected me much. bert uf 

| pod Lori, 15 Haide; its 
But it is time 1 ſhould reſume our __ 


. FRY and bay you into 88 


's +: 
27 Ky ws =. = 1 I 8 * 
te'f-- -34Pp Fy*s; 1 ES mis 
. * — ES 33 „ — 2 Z 2 BY 


When we received our diſpatch from the 
Commodore as above, we puſhed on boldly 
for the channel with a leading wind ; but 


oon f fell into the thickeſt fog I everbeheld, 


we 
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- we could ſee nothing beyond our boltſf prit's 
end; it was very near being fatal to us, 
for we had a moſt narrow eſcape from be- 

ing run down by the Prince Frederick 


man of war; from her we got the exact 


diſtance and bearings of the Scilly iſlands, 


which added to our ſecurity, the charming : 


fog acting as a ſcreen, by hiding us from 


the enemy's privateers; it ſtuck cloſe by 


us all up the channel, when by our ſound- 


> ings we judged ourſelves off the Ram-head, 


difficult and hazardous how to proceed, 


when we could ſee nothing before us; but 


all on a f adden, Monday the 19th of 1 


1757 by our journals, the ſun broke 
forth, diſperſed the fog, and Plymouth fouid 


opened before us. 
"mw 


| 


— —— — 
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No ſhip's prize.” 
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Bere follows a mort FTP between 
one of the veſſels and us, as We ſtood up 


8 e, the ſloop, ho —_ I TRE 


411 © What ſhip's p prize is 5 that? . 


33 rom whence came you?” 
From Bengal. 

Fog What, Bengal on the Ganges?” 
Th Aye, aye.” 7 


. :« You he, damme.” 


In truth it was not eaſy to conceive 


ſuch a thing ſhould make Such a voyage. 


When we landed, we found to our 


1 great aſtoniſhment it proved to be Tueſ- 


day 


-, 


47 the oth, in | place of Monday t the 
19th; ſo that by ſome error, which we 
could never preciſely fix, we found we | 
had 7% a day in the courſe of the voyage. 


Marvellous was our luck, that we did not 


los ourſelves! 


5 
. 


1 am, &c. &c. 


D 


THE END. 
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